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Teeabuey Department, Of&iob of the Sbceetary, 

Division of Eetenue Outteb Sbeviob, 

Washington, D. 0., September 1, 1899, 
The Seceetaey of the Tbeasurt, 

Waihington, D. C. 
SiE 1 I have the houor to snbmit herewith *' The official record," show- 
ing the active and conspicuous part taken by theUnited States Revenue- 
Cutter Service in the war with Spain. 

There were in cooperation with the Navy 13 revenue cattera, carrying 
61 guns, 98 officers, and 563 enlisted men. Of these, 8 cntterB(43gunB), 
58 officers, and 339 men were in Admiral Sampson's fleet and on the 
Havana blockade; 1 cntter (6 guns}, 10 officers, and 95 men were iu 
Admiral Dewey's fleet at Manila, and 4 cutters (12 guns), 30 officers, 
and 128 men cooperated with the Navy on the Pacific coast. 

In Coopebation with the Naty. 

Asiatic Squadhon— Admiral Oborgs Dkwbt, U. S. N., commanding. 

The McCulloch: 

Capt. Daniel B. Hodgsdon, R. C S., commanding. 

First Lieut. Daniel P. Foley, executive. 

Second Lieut. Walker W. Joynes, navigator. 

Third Lieut. William E. At Lee. 

Third Lieut. Randolph Ridgely, jr. 

Third Lieut. John Mel. 

Chief Engineer Francis B. Randall. 

First Asst. Engineer William C. Myers. 

First Asst. Engineer William E. Maccoun. 

Second Asst. Engineer Henry E. Schoenborn. 

Asst. Surg. Joseph B. Greeue, U. S. H. M. S. 
Captain Hodgsdon was detached and ordered home May 24, 1898; 
turned over the command to Lieutenant Foley June 17, 1898. 

Capt. C. L. Hooper assigned May 24 and assumed command July 16, 
1898. 
Chief Engineer Randall died May 1, 1898. Apoplexy. 
Chief Engineer Chalker assigned May 7; joined July 1. 

North Atlantic Squadron — Rear-Adtuiral W. T. Samfsok, V. S. If., oommanding. 

The Manning; 

Capt. F. M. Mungen B. C. S., commanding. 

First Lieut. C. H. MicLellan, executive. 

Second Lieut. G. L. Garden, ordnance officer. 

Second Lieut. George M. Daniels, navigator. 

Third Lieut. George H. Mann. 

Third Lieut. W. A. Wiley. 

Third Lieut. P. 0. Prince. 

Chief Engineer H. 0. Whitworth. 

First Asst. Engineer H. U. Butler. 

Second Asst. Engineer Herman Kotzschmar^jr. 

Second Asst. Engineer Daniel W, Blake. 

Surg. A. T.Mitchell. 
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The MOBBLLL: 

Capt. H. T>. Smith, R. 0. 9,, commanding. 
First Lieut. J. 0. Cantwell, executive. 
Second Lieut. F. A. Levis, navigator. 
Second Lieut. C. 8. Craig. 
Third Lieut. H. G. Fisher. 
Chief Engineer E, P. Webber. 
First Asst. Engineer William Bobinson. 
Second Aaat. Engineer F. G. Snyder. 
Snrg. J. Spencer Hough. 

The Hamilton: 

Capt. W. D. Boath, R, C- S., commanding. 
First Lieut. C. C. Fengar, executive. 
Second Lieut. W. V. E. Jacobs, navigator. 
Second Lieut, J. G. Ballinger. 
Third Lieut. O. G. Haines. 
Chief Engineer James A Severns. 
First AsBt. Engineer H. L. Boyd. 
Second Asst. Engineer J, D. Newton. 
Surg. Charles H. James, jr. 



Capt. S. E. Maguire, B. C. S., commanding. 

First Lieut. F. G. F. Wadsworth, executive. 

Second Lieut. R. O. Crisp, navigator. 

Second Lieuk 8. P. Edmunds. 

Third Lieut. J. V. Wild. 

Chief Engineer C. F. Coffin. 

First Asst. Engineer 0. W. /astrow. 

Second Asst. Engineer E. W. Davis. 

Surg. John 0. Travis, March 29 to August 1, 189^. 

Surg. W. E. Handy, August 2 to August 29. 

The WOODBUEY: 

Capt. H. B. Bogers, B. C. S., oommandiug. 
First Lieut. W. G. Boss, executive. 
Second Lieut. 8. M. Landrey, navigator. 
Second Lieut. D. F. A. de Otte, 
Third Lieut. Charles Satterlee. 
Chief Engineer E. O. Schwartz. 
First Aast. Engineer E. J. Noouan. 
Second Aest. Engineer B. E. Wright. 
Surg. Edward F. McConnell. 

The HimeoNi 

First Lieut, F. H. Newcomb, B. C. S., commanding. 

Second Lieut. J. H. Scott, executive. 

Third Lieut. E. E. Mead. 

First Asst. Engineer N. E, Outohin. 

Second Asst. Engineer T. G. Lewton. 
The Oalumet: 

First Lieut. W, H. Cnshing, E. C. S., commauding. 

Third Lieut. W. G. BlaBdefl, exeentive. 

First Asst. Engineer A. J. Howisou. 

Second Asst. Engineer Urban Harvey. 

Hosted ay 
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TheMcLANE: 

First Lieat. W. B. Reynolds, K. 0. 8,, commaadiDg. 

Second Lieut. A. J. Henderson, esecutive. 

Secoud Lieut. A. B, Hanson, 

Third Lieut. 0. W. Oaimea. 

Second Asat. Engineer 0. A. Wheeler. 

ON THE PACIFIC COAST. 



Capt. W. H. Roberta, B. 0. S., commaDding. 
First Lieut. J. L. Sill, executive. 
Second Lieat. A. L. Gamble, navigator. 
Third Lieut. L. T. Cutter. 
Third Lieat. liben Barker. 
Chief Engineer D. McC. French. 
Second Asst. Engineer W. L. Maxwell, 
Second Asst. Engineer "Waller Taylor. 
Surg. Robert McAdory 

TheGBAHT: 

Capt. J. A. Slamm, B, C. S., commanding. 
First Lieut. B. L. Reed, executive. 
Secoud Lieut. B. M. Cbiswell, navigator. 
Third Lieut. J. C. Hooker. 
Third Lieut. Eugene Blake. 
Chief Engineer A. L. Broadbent. 
Second Asst. Engineer H. D. Glover. 
Second Asst. Engineer J. B. Turner. 
Surg. Robert R. Hammond. 

The COEWiN : 

Capt. W. J. Herring, R. 0. S., commanding. 
First Lieut. P. W. Thompson, executive. 
Second Ueut. P. H. TJberroth, navigator. 
Second Lieut. F. C. Billard. 
Second Lieut. B, H. Camden. 
First Asst. Engineer C. F. Nash. 
Second Asst. Engineer J. I. Bryan. 
Second Asst. Engineer 8. M. Rock. 
Surg. Stephen Whyte. 



Capt. W. F. Kilgore, R. C. S., commanding. 
First Lieat. J. H. Brown, exeontive. 
Secoud Lieut. H. L. Peckbam, navigator. 
Third Lieut. E. M. Sturdevant. 
Third Lieut. F. B. Goudey. 
Chief Engineer C. W. Munroe. 
Second Asst. Engineer T. W. Boss. 
Second Asst. Engineer W. J. Sedgwick. 
Surg. W. L. Ludlov. 



In addition to services rendered by vessels with the naval forces, 
there were 7 others, carrying 10 gnna, 33 officers, and 163 men, witb 
the Army, engaged in patrolling and guarding mine flelda in various 
' harbors, from Boston to Mobile and N'ew Orleans. I 
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In COOPBEATIOM WITH THE ARMY, 
GUARDING AND PATROLLING MINE FIELDS. 



The Dallas: 

Capt. B. M. Clark, K. C. S., commandJiig. 

Third Lieut. J. F, Hottel. 

Chief Engineer S. T. Taylor. 

Second Asst. Engineer George J^. Paul. 



The Dexter: 

Capt. W. H. Hand, R. 0, S., commaDding. 
Second Lieut. F. G. Dodge. 
Third Lieut. F. W. Smith. 
Chief Engineer M. T. Chevers. 



The Winona : 

Capt, G. H. Gooding, R, C. S,, eomuiauding. 
Third Lieut. A. Buhner. 
Chief Engineer W. J. Phillips. 
Second Asst. Engineer G. 8. Porcher. 



First Lient. E. C. Chaytor, R. C S., commanding. 
Asst. Engineer F. K. Falkensteiu. 



The Galveston: 

Capt. John Dennett, R. C 8., commanding. 
First Lieut. C. T. Brian, eseciitive. 
Third Lieut. P. H. Scott. 
Chief Engineer F. W. n. Whitaker. 
First AsHt. Engineer H. O. Slayton. 



The Guthrie: 

First Lieut, J. W. Howison, R. 0. S., commanding. 
First Aeet, Engineer B. A. Jack. 



The Penrose : 

First Assistant Engineer Dorry, in charge. 

Atthebattleof Manila, the McCtdlock, Capt. D. B. Hodgsdon, R. C. B., 
efSciently performed the duties assigned by Admiral Dewey. It was 
the MeOiilldch that carried to Hongkong the dispatches announcing to 
the Government and to the world that glorious and signal victory, 

_ OO' 



glc 



Admiral Dewey bas ofiicially commended the commander of the MeCiU- 
lock for the value aud etficieiicy of bis command as follows: 

Unitki> States Navai, Fokck on Asiatic Station, 

Flagship Oi.y.mpia, 
Canle, Philippine Islands, June 13, 1S9S. 

TJieSECUETAbiY Of THE NaVV, 

Washivglon, D. C. 
8ik: 1. I take pleasure in bTinging to the attentio 
and effiiieiioy of Capt. Dauiel B. HodKsdoii, R. C. S 
while aerviog in tlie 8i|iiadr«n andet niy uomoiftinl. 

2. 'ITie McCitlloch steanied I'rum HonRkonp; to Manila Bay in thr' si\nai!riiD foima- 
tion and ran the batteriea at the entrance with the squadron, and while not plai'ed 
in the line of battle at tlie battle ol' Manila liay, was kept near l>y and in reiidinees 
to aHi^ist an; vessel that might be disabled. 
' 3. Since joining my conimand and up to the time of his detachment C.iptftin 
Hndgsdon bas kept the McCiiUofh in a hiB;h state of ettioiency and ready to move at 
a moment's notice and made her a valuable auxiliary to the Biiumlron. 

i. I request that the Department will commuuioate tliis report to the honorable 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

I have the honor to be, very reapec'tfully, 

(iBOi<(!E Dew BY, 
Rear- Admiral, United States Xary, 
Commanding T'nited States Xaral Faroe <m Jsiatic Station. 

And again, upon the occasion of the detachment of the McCuUoch from 
his command, as follows: 

Ukited States Naval I'obce on Asiatic Station, 

Cavite, Philippine Islands, Noreniberll, isSS. 
The Secretary op the Navy. 

Sir: 1, On the occasion of the U. S. revenue cutter McCnUoch being detached 
from my command, I have aicain the honor to request that yon will convey to the 
Treasury Department my appreciation of her valuable services while attached to tlie 
squadron under my command. 

2. I have already had the pleasure of liringing this to tbe attention of the Dep:irt- 
ment, at the time Captain Hodgndon was detached, iind now beg to state that all 
duty assigned to the McCiitlodi while under Captain Hooper was performed with the 
greatest zeal, eflScieiiey, anil judgment. 

I have the honor to be, very reapeutfully, 

Georoe Dewey, 
Hear- Admiral, United Stales X«ry, 
Comaiandini/ United Slates Saval I-'orce on Asialh- Station. 

At the battle of Cardenas, May 11, the revenue cutter Hudson, Lieut. 
Frank H, Newcomb, K. C. S., commanding, sustained the fight against 
the gunboats and shore batteries of the enemy, side by side with the 
naval torpedo boat Wimhw, and when Ensign Bagley and half the crew 
of the latter-named vessel had been killed and her commander wounded, 
rescued from certain destruction the vessel and the balance of the crew, 
under the furious fire of the enemy's guns. This gallant action was 
recognized by the honorable Secretary of the Savy as follows: 



Washington, D, C, -/une 1'; 1. 
The SeCRBTARY of the Thkasury. 
Sir; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 91 

e of the Winsloiv by the Hudson was so gallantly done, in tbe face of a 
t galling fire, that First Lieut. Frank H. Newuoinl>, R. C. S., commanding, bin 
officers and men, deserve the warmest commend at [oD. The JVinsUmr viaa riddled with 



shell, disabled, helplessly drifting on to th'' beach into tbe hands of the enemy, her 
captain wounded, her oiily other officer and balf of her crew killed, but the Hudson 
1 j_,|[ (jj, jjgj. jij jj^g ^y|.j (.g„y.r (,|- the hottest fire of the a"-— ■ 
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fklthouKb in constaot danger of soini: ai 
finally a line was made fast to llie Win 
the enemy's guns. 

Very respect fully, 

John- D. Long, Hecretari/. 

The servieea of the McCtiUoch and Hnilson were made the subject of 
a special mes8age to Congress by the Preaideut, which was as follows: 
To the Conjfee* of the United States: 

Ob the 11th of May, 18;i8, there ot-enrred a conflict in the bay of Cardenas, Cuba, 
ill which the naval totpedo boat Winelow was disahleU, hev conimandet wounded, 
and one of tier officers and apart of her crew kOled by th« enemy's fire. 

Ill the face of !i most galling fire from the enemy's guns thu reveiine cutter Hudson, 
commanded by First Lieut. Frank H. Newcomb, United States Eevonne-Cutter Serv- 
ice, rescued the disabled Hiaslow, her wounded commander, and remaining crew. 
The commander of the ffndaon kept his vessel in the very hottest fire of the action, 
although in constaut danger of going ushore on aooount of the shallow water, until 
he finally cot a line made faKt to the IViiiglow and towed that vessel out of range of 
the enemy H guns, a deed of special gallantry. 

I reoomraeiid that, in recognition of the signal act of heroism of First Lieut. Frank 
H. Newcomb, United States Revenue-Cutter Service, above set forth, the thanks of 
Congress be extended to him and to his officers and men of the Hudson; aud that a 
gold medal of honor be presented to Lieutenant Newcomb, a silver medal of honor 
to each of bis oiticerB, and a bronze medal of houor to each member of his crew who 
served with him at Cardenas. 

It will be remembered thatCongress, by appropriate action, recognized the aeveral 
commanders of ships of war for their services in the battle of Manila, May 1, 1898. 

The commander of the revenue cutter Sai/h MeCuUoeh, present and in active 
cooperation with the fleet under Commodore Dotfsy on that occasion (by Esecntive 
order under the provisions of section 2757, Revised Statutes), is the only commander 
of a national ship to whom promotion or advancement was not and could not be 
given, because he already held the highest rank known to the lie venue-Cutter 

I now recommend that, in recognition of the efficient and meritorious services of 
Capt. D.iniel I). Hodgsdon, United States Revenue- Cutter Service, who commanded 
the Hvgh McVvUovh at the battle of Manila (that officer being now in the sixty-third 
year of bis age, and having served continuously on active duty for thirty-seven 
years), l>e placed upon the permanent waiting orders or retired list of the Revenue- 
Cutter Service, on the full-duty pay of his grade, 

William McKinley, 

KxKCUTiVE Mansion, Ja«t 27, 1S9S. 

On the same day (May 11) the Windom, Captaiu Majfuire, K, C. S., 
engaged the enemy's shore batteries at Cieiifuegos, demolished the 
lighthoufie, uud destroyed the rendezvous of the Spanish troops there, 
liuring this engagement the senioi' naval officer present, in apprecia- 
tion of the fine work of the Windoni, signaled from his fljigship: "Well 
done, Windom." 

The Manning, Capt, F. M. Hunger, K. C. S., commanding, was in 
many engagements with shore batteries of the enemy, and tJaptain 
Todd, IT. 8. N., has officially bestowed upon her commander generous 
praise for the efficiency of his command and for effective and meritorious 
services in the following letter : 

U, S. S. Wilmington (TniitD Kate), 

Off Ule of Pines, Cuba, A ugaet 11, 1S9S. 

The Secrbtary of tub Navy, 

A'aifl Deparlmeiil, Waihington, D. C. 

Sin : 1. It givps me much pleasure to commend to the favorable consideration of 
the Department the commanding officer of the revenue cutter Manning, who has 
been under mj command on blockade duty on the sontb coast for the p.'ist few 
wi^eks. He has always boon on the alert in the performance of duties assigned him, 
his vessel was ever ready, and he displftjed high qualities in the performance of all 
duties assigned bim from time to time. 

2. I was associated with the Manning, during the period of hostilities, in thi' 
uortbem blockade, and the high opinion I then formed of the efficiency of tbe 



11 

Manning has been more than borne out by the service on the south blockadp, which 
I had the honor to direct. Tlie loyal assistance given by Captain Mniiger under all 
tlie varying circumstaneee of eerviue aronnd the island of Cuba places hiiu in the 
if^ut rank of those temporarily asBigDeit to the tegalar service. 

3. I take great pleasure in calling the attention of the Department to the highly 
meritorious services of this officer. 
Very respectfully, 

Commander, V. i 

Eear-Admirjil Howell aud Commodore Eemey liave officially com- 
mended the efflpieucy of the Service in cooperation as follows: 



The Sbcrbtary of the Treasury. 

Sir: Referring to the inclosed request from the Secretary of the Treasury, I have 
to report that during my service on the north coast of Cuba, f^oin about July 1, 
1898, until August 13, 1898, I had uuder my immediate command the revenue cutters 
.ffamiiioB, Capt. W. D. Roath; Windom, Capt. 8, E. Maguire; IVoodbury, C&iit. H. 
B. Kogors, and Hadioa, Lieut. F. H. Novicomb, all engaged in work on the north- 
ooast blockade. I am ploaced to testify to the uniform zeal and efflcirncy with 
which the work of these vessels was performed. During my command there was 
no special work performed by any of them ; nor was I in Cuban waters at the time 
of the Cardenas and Cienfiiegos engagements referred to. 

None of the other revenue cutters were under my commaud long euctugb for me 
to report upon theni. 

Very respectfully, 

J. A. HowELi., 
R«ar- Admiral, I'. S. X., Commander in Chief iforth Atlantii: Fleet. 

United States Navy- Yard, Portsmouth, N. H., 

SepUmlier 6, 1898. 
Rear-Admital John A. Howbh, U. 8. N., 

Commandei- in Chiff United Staten Naval Force, North Atlantw Sgitadron. 
Sir: Heferring to your letter No. 49 of tbe 29th ultimo, 1 have the honor to report 
that during the time I commanded the naval base. May 7 to August 25, 1S9S, I found 
the revenue cutters Hudean, Morrill, Hamilton, Calauwt, MeLane, Manning, Windom, 
aud il'oodbury in the duties allotted to those vessels efficient, so far as c'.ame under 
my observation. The vessels only came under my command and observiition when 
at tbe naval base for supplies and repairs. 

Very respectfully, Geo. C. Rembv, 

Cnmmandant Nary-Yard and Station. 

The Reveniie-Guttep Service had, in active cooperation with the 
Army aud Navy throughout the war, 20 vessels (carrying 71 guns), 131 
officers, and 725 men. There were three other vessels, 2;! officers, and 
210 men ordered to be transferred to the Navy, but, because of unavoid- 
able delays by contractors in finishing their work, the vessels could not 
be sent to the front. 

Appended hereto are the official reiK>rts of commanding ofQcers, set- 
ting forth iu detail the duty iierfonned by each vessel in coo|ieration 
with the Navy in the Asiatic Squadron and iu the North Atlantic 
Squadron. 

Reapectfully submitted. 

0, F. Shoemaker, 
Cfiplain, A'. C. IS., Chtif of I lirision. 
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OfFiCIAL REPORTS OF COMMANDING OFFICERS. 



I'. S. S. McOULLOCH, 

Manila Hay, May 3, 181)8. 
Commodore Geokge Ubwey, United States Navy, 

Commanding United States Ifaval Force on Asiatic Station. 

Sir : Regarding the part taken by tbis vessel in the naval action of 
Manila Bay, at Cavite, on Sunday nioruiug, May 1, 1898, 1 have the 
honor to submit the following report: 

Constituting the leadiitg vessel of the reserve stjuadron, the McGul- 
locli was, when tire opened, advanced as closely as was advisable in 
rear of our engaged meu-ot-war, in fact, wJiere several shells struck 
close aboard and others passed overhead, and kept steaming slowly to 
and fro ready to render any aid in her power and to respond at once to 
any signal from the Olympia. A 0-incb hawser was gotten up and run 
aft should assistance be necessary in case any of oar ships grounded. 

At a later hour during the day, just prior to the renewal of the attack 
by our squadron, I intercepted the British mail steamer Esmeralda, in 
compliance with a signal from our flagship, communicated to her com- 
mander your orders iu regard to his movements, and thence proceeded 
to lesuiiie my former position of the morning, near the fleet, where I 
remained until the surrender of the enemy, I desire to state, in con- 
clusion, tiiat I was ably seconded by the officers and crew of my command 
in every effort ma<le to be in a state of readiness to carry out promptly 
any order which might have been signaled from your Hagship, 
Bespect fully, yours, 

Daniel B. Hodgbdon, 
Captain, R, C. S., Votumanding, 

Navy Department, 
Wanhington, D. C, December 20, 1898. 
The Secretary of the Teeasuby. 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith, for your information, a 
copy of a letter received from Kear-Admiral George Dewey, United 
States Navy, commander iu chief of the United States naval force on 
the Asiatic station, regarding the valuable services rendered by the 
U. S. revenue cutter McCnllovh while attached to his squadron. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

John D. Lomg, Secretary. 

U. S. 8. McCuLLoCH, Asiatic Sc;uadron, 
Manila, Philippine Islandu, September 'JO, 1898. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, 

Washington, 1), C. 
SiB: For the information of the Department I have the honor to 
transmit the following synopsis of duties performed by this vessel since 
arriving in these waters: 
Late on the afternoon of April 8, 1898, the date of the arrival of this . 
12 H:.led.,CiOOglC 
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vessel at New Harbor, Singapore, the following cablegram, sigued 
" W. B. Howell, Assistant Secretary," was transmitted to tlie com- 
luauding oHicer by tlie United States consul-general: 

Direct com man ding officer of tlie U. S, S. McCiiU^rh ou arrival proceed to Hong- 
kong, report bin coiuniaiid, duty Commodore Dewoy, Asiatic Station. 

The work of coaling and other ship's business were expedited iis much 
as possible, but owing to the general observance on shore of the holi- 
day season accompanying Easter Sunday (April 10), affairs were con- 
siderably delayed. On the 11th a second communieatioQ was received 
throngh our consul-general, as follows: 

Send word to i-onsul at Singapore to direct oouiminuliiig otllcer of revenue cutter 
31i:Ciilloeli, on bet arrival there, tfl proceed iiuick to Hongkong anil to iivoid Spanish 
ports and men- of- war. 

This be indorsed as being an exiuit copy of message from Dejiartmeut 
of State, dated April 2, 1808, as communicated to me in dispatch from 
Hon. John Banes, United States minister at Bangkok, dated April 4, 
1808, and received by me on the date below. (Signed) "E. Spencer 
Pratt, United States Consul General, Singapore, April 11, 1898." 

On the following day, at 11,40, the McCntloch weighed anchor aud 
sailed for Hongkong, experiencing a fair passage aud reaching that 
port at 3.10 p. m. Sunday, April 17, having logged on the ran 1,452 
knots. The American Asiatic Squadron was found to be moored in the 
man-of-war anchorage, where we were also assigned a bertli by the 
harbor authorities, and tlie commanding officer, Oapt. I>. B. Hodgsdon, 
U. S. B. <J. S., at once called upon Commodore 'Jeorge Dewey, U, 9. N., 
commander iu chief, and reported this command for duty, as per 
instructions in cablegram previously ijuoted. The vessel at once went 
under naval regime, was in the course of the next two days coaled aud 
painted "war" color — a leaden gray — aud received from the flagship 
copies of the naval signal books, sets of signal tfags and night signals, 
copies of all existing squadron orders, aud instructions regardiug the 
cipher code and its key. A signal yard was rigged on the foremast, 
and Lieut. John Mel assigned as signal officer. Later this officer, 
thi'ough his own labors, installed an Ardois system on board, the equal 
of any in the fleet. 

Two of the new pattern navy 3-ineh B. L. B.'s, mounted on field 
carriages, were received, one each from tlie U. S. S. Baltimiire and 
B<fleigkf together with appurtenances and a supply of ammunition, aud 
mounted one on each side of the topgallant forecastle, abreast the for- 
ward hatch. They were secured by a wire strap passed through an 
eyebolt in the deck and then around the axle of the carriajie, the best 
scheme which could be devised in the absence of a proper ship's mount 
tor theui. It may be added here that thei^e pieces were never fired to 
test the efficiency of the manner in which they were mounted, but were, 
after the arrival of our troops at Manila Bay, transferred to the Army. 

On April 24, the McCulhch sailed for Mirs Bay, China, in com- 
pany with the warships Boston, Concord, and Petrel, and the storeships 
Nanshan and Zafiro, the Olyinpia, lialtimore, and Raleigh following the 
next day. Here further prepai'ations were made to promote the effi 
ciency and secure the safety of the vessel. The square sail yard was 
sent down, jib boom rigged in and dismantled, strong backs, awning 
stanchions, topgallant ^necastle rail, gangways and lower booms 
unstripped, and with their gear all sent aboard the Kawshan for safe- 
keeping. 

At 2 p. m., ou April 27, the eutire fleet weighed anchor and pro- 
ceeded to sea on a S. E, course, steaming in two columns at a standard 
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speed of 8 knots per hour, the reserve squadron, lieaded by the McCul- 
loch, being on the right. That afternoon, in compliance with a signal 
from the tiagship, the remarkable proclamation of the Governor-General 
of the rhilippiues was read to the crew at muster, and by them received 
with three clieers. During the passage toward Manila, the men were 
exercised at drill, and on the 30th of April final preparations for battle 
were made; backstays snaked down, boats covered with canvas for 
splinter shields, barricades made aronnd pilothouse and topgallant fore- 
castle with spare sails, awnings, and hammocks, gaffs slung with chains, 
after gtins protected by piling up in their wake wardroom and cabin 
bedding, chronometers and standard compasses stored below, anchors 
secured, clips for riflea all filled, amunition for the batteries gotten on 
deck, and magazines carefully examined for storage. The carpenter 
also made a number of plugs for shot holes, as well as two stretchers 
for use of the surgeon. 

At 4.10 that afternoon, a boat from the McCiiUoch boarded a native 
schooner, the S(in Rafael, with a view of obtaining information regard- 
ing the disposition of the Spanish forces, but the visit was of birren 
results. 

At 5.30 the fleet stopped off Subig Bay, and all command! g offii-er^ 
repaired on board the flagship, upon signal for a consultation ai d to 
receive orders. 

At 6.20 started ahead at a Oknot speed, this vessel having assi me 1 
a position astern of the U. S. S. Bonton, the formation of the fleet be g 
in indented column, and alllights extinguished except a screened stem 
light on each vessel. As the evening wore on the night developed into 
a partially cloudy one, yet fairly good for seeing, and the long line of 
vessels, with only an occasional roil of smoke from some stack, with all 
hands at quarters and in perfect silence, steamed slowly-along the coast 
toward the entrance of Manila Bay. Entering by the Boca Grande, or 
southern channel, the indented formation was broken, the Oli/mpia tak- 
ing the lead, and the rest of the squadron following in single column, 
this vessel, the Nannhan, aiul Zajiro, in order named, being the last 
three. ' 

At midnight the van of the column rounded Gorregidor Island and 
hea<led np the buy without any sign being made from shore of the 
presence of ii n enemy, but at 12.15 a. m., May 1, just as this ship brought 
EI Fraile Itock abaft the starboard beam, the smokestack caught on fire 
and sent up a pillar of flame like a signal light. Whether or not this 
was the first seen of our fleet by the Spanish gunners is not known, 
but it is certain that immediately thereafter a shot was heard from a 
battery, later discovered to have been on El Fraile Kock, followed 
quickly bya second one, which passed whistling and tumbling overthis 
vessel. The Jioston, just ahead of the McCtilloeh, answered with a 6-incli 
gun, and the McCiiHock fireil three projectiles from her after starboard 
(i-pounder E. F. gun at a range of i,'M) yards. A third shot came 
from the enemy's battery, and was replied to by an 8-inch shell from 
the Boston, after which firing ceased. 

At a 4-knot speed the fleet now steamed to northward and eastwani 
up the bay, so as to reach its head by daylight. The disposition of the 
naval vessels of our force in the action which followed off Cavite Sun- 
day, May 1, is well known to all. To this vessel was assigned the duty 
of protecting the storeships NnnsliaH and Za/iro from the incursions of 
any of the enemy's gunboats, and she was also charged to be ready to 
assist iTi towing or otherwise any one of our own fleet which might be 
disabled. Her position was well in advance of the storeships. which 
lay more toward the center of the bay and close in rear of our line of 
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battle. Shells frequently strnck around or passed over the McOuUocb, 
and it ia to be questioned, from the wild fire of the Spaniards, if the 
ship was not in as much danger iu the position she occupied as if she 
had been iu the actual lighting line. When the fleet withdrew from 
the action, and prior to its resumption, this ship, at about 10.30, was 
ordered to intercept an approaching merchant vessel, which proved to 
be the British steamer Esmeralda from Hongkong, and warn her to 
anchor till the battle was over. This was carried out, and later during 
the second portion of the engagenieut the McCulhi-k resumed herorigiiial 
position in rear of the attacking vessels. 

After the surrender of the enemy at Cavite, the MeCulloch proceeded 
with the major portion of the fleet to an anchorage nearer Manila, and 
at 2 p. ui. conveyed the American consul from the flagship to the 
British ship Jiuccleugh with a view of sending dispatches ashore through 
the agency of her captain. At 4 p. va. she steamed down the bay with 
Chaplain Frasier, of the Olympia, on board, and at 4.20 p. m. committed 
to the deep, with naval ceremonies, the body of her late ciiief engineer, 
F. B. Bandall, wiio, being stricken with an attack of heat apoplexy 
while in engine room on duty at about 13,30 a. m,, had exi>ired at 3.05 
a. m. Returned to anchorage at 5, and at 6.15, in response to orders 
from flagship, moved to a position one-half mile ofl' mouth of Pasig 
Eiver, with the object of preventing any vessel, war or otherwise, from 
leaving ^Manila. 

Bemained there throughout the night with armed sentinels on watch 
and battery oast loose. On May 4 the McCidloch coaled from steam- 
ship Nanslian. 

On the morning of May 5, a signal was received from the Olympia: 
"Be ready to get underway at 1 p. m." It was soon nscertained that 
we were to proceed to Hongkong with dispatches, the cable from Manila 
to that port having been picked up and cut by order of the comnmiider 
in chief, upon refusal of the telegraph wmpany's officials on shore to 
send i'orward his messages. During the forenoon there were received 
on board for passage Lieut. Commander J. B. Briggs, U. S. N., invalided 
from U. S. S. Baltimore to naval hospital, Yokohama; Surgeon Kindle- 
berger,U. 8. N., detached from Wyntpw and orderedhomejl'ay Inspector 
D, A. Smith and Lieutenant Brumby, of the Olympia, together with Mr. 
Stickney, correspondent of the New York Herald, and the commodore's 
steward. At 1 p. m., hove up ant'hor and stood down the bay accom- 
panied by U. S. steamers Boston and Concord. When the Boca Chica 
Channel was opened a large man-of-war was sighted in the oihng, and 
the captain of the Boston, the senior oflicer present^ gave the signal: 
"Clear ship for action," which order was immediately complied with. 

Approaehing the stranger she proved to be the French cruiser Biuir, 
and the batteries were thereupon secured. At .'(.So, oif entrance to the 
bay, the Boston signaled: "Proceed on your cruise," whereupon the 
vessel was put on a course for Hongkong and the engines started full 
speed ahead. The voyage was uneventful and the weather very line 
and quiet, but wann, the run of 646 knots, as logged, being made from 
anchorage to anchorage in forty-nine honrs and ten minutes, several 
hours of this time, when in company with Boston and Concord, being 
only under half speed. The vessel lay in the harbor of Hongkong the 
twenty-four hours allowed by the British neutrality proclamation, being 
busily engaged taking on stores for various vessels of our fleet, packages 
for the officers, and mail matter. Meantime Lieutenant Brumby, the 
commodore's flag lieutenant, had been landed immediately on arrival, 
and cabled home the first authoritative news of the victory at the battle 
of Cavite, May 1. i 
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Weighed anchor at 2.35, May 8, and had Waglaii lighthouse abeam 
at 3.41) on the returu trip, which proved like the run up, without inci- 
dent and favored by mild weatlier. The distance logged was 633 miles, 
and the time consumed forty-eight hours and thirty minutes. During 
the run up and back a most vigilant lookout was kept, and the battery 
held in readiness for quick use, owing to the reports that several Spanish 
gunboats were cruising between Luzon Inland and Singapore. 

Tlie vessel was again coaled, receiving on this occasion Australian 
coal, anil on May 13 left for Hongkong on a second trip, having on 
board aw passengers the fleet paymaster, D. A. Smith, of the Olympia; 
the Hag secretary, Ensign Galdwell, U. S. N,, the latter bearing the rear- 
admiral's dispatches, and Mr. Alexandrine, a native of Luzon and a 
prominent leader of the insurgent movement; also a draft of flremen 
and coal passers from the Otympia, our own engineer's force being much 
depleted owing to sickness, consequent upon high temperature of engine 
and fire rooms in these latitndes. Had a fine passage until within about 
lOu miles of our destination, when ran into a rough beam sea with fi^esh 
northeast breeze, causing some decrease of speed, the rnn to anchorage 
being made in lifty hours and forty-three minutes, during whi»^h time a 
distance of (i^T knots was covered. 

On this visit the vessel was anchored in Chinese waters, in Kanlung 
Bay, just opposite Hongkong, with a view of avoiding any trespass on 
the neutrality regulations of tlie English authorities at the latter place. 
Sent dispatches on shore, took on board supplies for our fleet, and 
received as passengers Paymaster Heap and Pay Clerk Lazuer, under 
orders to the IJ, 8. S. h'aleifih; Mr. Stickiiey, of New York Herald staff; 
Mr. Alguinaldo, bead of the insurgent movement in the Philippines, 
thirteen of his leading supporters, and the carpenter's mate of the 
U. a. 8. UoHton, Sailed from Kanlung Hay at 10.50 a. m. May 17, and 
reached the anchorage off' Cavite on the li)th, forty-eight hours and 
flfty-seven minutes from point of departure, having logged meantime 
Ki9 knots over a quick sea, discharged stores, and landed passengers. 
Vessel now moved into Oanacao Bay, taking up position near navy- 
yard, and coaled and overhauled certain portions of machinery. 

While here, on the evening of the 24th instant, a red Very signal 
was observed on the U. S. S. Callao, followed by several shots, and we 
at once seut an armed boat's crew in charge of Lieutenant Eidgely to 
ascertain if aid was needed. This officer returned at '.'.30, having 
found out that the firing was by unknown parties on shore, whence be 
had also proceeded, and that nothing was wrong; but he had been 
thanked by Captain Berryman, U. S. M. C, in charge of the guard at 
the navy-yard, for the jjrompt show of aid made by the McCultoch. 
Secured during this time from the wreck of the Reiiia Chriittina two 
37 mm. Hotchkiss revolving cannon, from which some essential i>arts 
were missing, however, and two cone gun mounts from same. These 
guns have since been fitted almost completely, or at least to such a 
degree as to render them etticient arms of defense, have been set up on 
their mounts on the poop deck, and a large quantity of ammunition 
procured from other vessels of tlie fleet for tlieir service. 

On May 25 the McGuUovli shifted berth to an anchorage near the 
Olpnpia, out in Manila Bay, and orders were received to keep steam 
at all times in readiness to move at short notice. The vessel was now 
largely employed in boarding duty, intercepting all vessels entering the 
harbor, in order to preserve the integrity of the blockade established 
by our fieet. The chain was always kept hove in as short as weather 
conditions permitted, hose for cleaning same kept led out on topgallant 
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forecastle, steam liekl iit i;i5 pounds prt^ssiire, and an order passed 
that, upon receipt of a sigual from the flagship to get uuder way, tlie 
officer of the deck should heave in at ouce before seeking; to iiifonn the 
commanding officer. By these methods the vessel has ou occasion been 
gotten under way in two minutes, and the average time was about live 
minutes. The first vessel boarded on this duty was IT. B, M. S. Linnet, 
on June 2. On June 3 got under way at 3.10 a. m., under orders to 
steam to entrance of bay and along western and iiortheiii shores on 
lookout for a small Spanish gnnboat, reporte*! about to attempt an 
escape from Manila, and intercept her. Cruised over course indicated 
untillO.Soa.m., but saw no signs of such a craft, then resumed position. 

Ou 5tli instant made a like cruise on a similar mission, extending 
from midnight to 9.0o a. m., and covering about the same ground, but 
observed no movements on the part of any strange vessels; returning 
toward our fleet, the McGutloeh steamed through the foreign ships 
anchored close oft' Manila, for the x>urpose of counting the mercliantnien 
anchored there and filled with refugees, for the information of the 
commander in chief. At 7 a. m., June 6, boarded (Serrnau steamer 
Sarmsfadt, bringing relief crews for German men-of war in port, and 
requested her captain first to reimrt to Admiral Dewey, which he did. 
On June S again steamed through tbreign Heet, counting refugee ships, 
someof them being reported as havingleft the bay; boarded an incom- 
ing Japanese man-of-war, and later in the day cruised toward the mouth 
of the Malibon Kiver to investigate suspicious smoke observe*! in that 
direction. On the evening of the 13th instant received signal from 
flagship: " Have occasion to expect a torpedo attack; be ready; " in 
consequence of which battery was loaded, guns' crews slept at their 
guns, and searchhght was in constant operation. The night, however, 
proved quiet. 

June 15 boarded French cruiser I'asad as she approached Manila 
anchorage. On the 17th instant Capt. 1). B. Ilodgsdou, U. iS. U. O. S., 
left the vessel, having been detached and ordered home, and the com- 
mand devolved ou First Lieut. D. P. Foley,U. 8. If.O.S. Captain Hodgs. 
don sailed the same afternoon on board the Znjiro for Hongkong. On 
June 21, while the admiral's steam barge was in the foreign fleet, 
whither it had conveyed his flag lieutenant on some official business, a 
launch, thought to be flying the Spanish flag, was seen hovering around 
her in such a manner as to excite susirieion that an attempt was to be 
made to intercept the representative of the lommander in chief. Tlie 
vessel was immediately directed to proceed to his assistance and t^i 
capture the strange boat if she was under Spanish colors ; but arriving 
on the scene the craft proved to have up the Belgian ensign. On this 
occasion a cotint was again made of the merchant refugee vessels off 
Manila. 

June 22 boarded H. B. Jl. S. Bonnrciitnra, and on the 24th boarded 
an incoming Japanese cruiser, and on the 25th boarded H, B. M. 8. 
Iphegiiiia, the French flagship Bayard and the Hritish gunboat Plover 
and the British merchant steamer Yuvn San, in the order named, as 
they entered the bay. The following morning convoyed the admiral's 
steam barge to the foreign fleet, where the comnmnder in chief went 
to pay an official call on the French admiral; the former returned to 
the flagship on board the ^fcCnUoc}l. June 27 started down the bay 
at 8.20, smoke having been seen near the entrance, and at 9.15 boarded 
H. B. M. gunboat Pvjmy; later in the day boarded the insurgent steamer 
Bulusan, the German cruiser Irene, and one native steamer; also looked 
into Marirales Bay to observe operations of two tJerman men-of war 

5076 2 ^ I 

I I I A-^oogle 



18 

tLereiu ancliored. This is tlie occasion which faruished the grounds 
for the much, exploited "Irene incident" of the Aiuerican aiid foreign 
press. 

On tlie 29th of June a small Spanish gunboat was observed to leave 
tlie mouth of one of tlie rivers iu the northwestern portion of the bay 
about 4 p. m. and liead toward Manila, as if intending to enter the 
PasigKiver. This vessel was signaled to intercept and capture her. 
(iot under way immediately under full head of steam, and steered for 
her, all hands at quarters and every gun loaded, mauenvering ao as to 
come between the apiuoachiiig enemy and the foreign fleet and Pasig 
Eiver, The vessels drew closer and closer together, and an effective 
range was about to be reachedj when it was discovered that the 
Spaniard flew at his fore a small flag of truce. Soon afterwards, just 
as a cutter was lowered to board him, his own boat was culled away 
and he came to the McCuUoch. His st'atenient was that he had left 
Manila May 1 with his command and withdrawn to one of the rivers 
to the northward and westward of the city, having on board about 150 
refngees, Spanish officers, soldiers, and women; that he had expected 
to escape from the bay by night at some time since then, but had been 
prevented by the watchfulness of our fleet, and that now, opi)re8sed by 
the a]iproach of the insurgents and wornout by hunger and privation, 
he deflired to surrender to Admiral Dewey. Sent an ofttcer on board 
bis vessel, the Leyte, with him, lisinled down the Spanish ensign and 
convoyed the craft to an anchorage near the flagship, where she was 
turned over to the commander in chief. 

July 1 boarded German transport DraeJienfels, and on the same 
day Chief Engineer Ohalker, K. C. S.,and draft of 20 men from San 
Francisco, per transi>ort Sydney, came aboard. On the 2d instant 
communicated witii British steamer J-Jddie inward bound with stores 
for British men-of war. The same afternoon the flagship sighted what 
appeared to be two strange launches close inshore toward Malibon, 
but a trip by this vessel to that locality failed to develop anything. 
On 3d instant, during forenoon, boarded German merchant steamer 
Wotau, and that night at midnight cruised to entrance of bay, a 
steamer's lights having been reported as seen thereabouts by the 
Olympia; no vessel, however, was encountered. 

July 5, at 8.30 a. m., received Admiral Dewey on board and con- 
veyed him to Marivales Bay, the commander in chief being desirous 
of observing acitions of (J erman men-of wai' in that anchorage ; returned 
to our fleet at 3 p. m. 

On the 9th instant took Lieutenant Calkins, U. S. N., of the Olympin, 
and party to mouth of Malibon River, where five cascos were obtained 
ftom natives, and later towed to Cavite navy-yard for use of our 
authorities in transporting stores and troops. t>n the 10th boarded 
English gunboat I'igttiy as she came up the bay, and the following day 
communicated with the English gunboat Rattler. July 12th the ward- 
room stewanl, Kondo Saku, a Japanese by birth, died after a long 
siege of fever. He was buried with proper ceremonies the same day in 
the cemetery at San lioque, Chaplain Frasier, of the flagship, officiating. 

July 13, boarded in the lower part of the bay the British ship Ellen 
A . lieed, from Australia, with 2,000 tons of coal, and ordered her captain 
to report to the commander in chief; also, on 15th, performed same 
duty in respect to British steamer Kyanza, coal laden. The following 
day communicated with incoming U. S. transport China, later receiving 
on board Capt. 0. L. Hooper, U. S. E. C. S,, ordered to the vessel as 
commander, and a draft of H men, who had accom])auied him oat from 
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San Francisco. A limited overhauling iu engineer's department now 
ensued for several days, and meantime tlie vessel secured from the 
transport City of PeMii;/, a 3 pounder D, S, R. F. gun, and mounted it 
on topgallant forecastle, afterwards being provided with aiamnnition of 
this caliber from U. S. S. Charleston. On the 2l8t of .July bourded the 
jiritish ship Fort Sttuirt and informed her of the blockade regulatious, 
thence proceeding to take up anchorage close to mouth of Malibon 
Kiver under orders to board and examine all craft entering or leaving 
same, it being snspected tbat supplies were going into Manila by this 
route. Kemained here throngUout the day. On same duty July 22. 

On the 23d instant communicated with German cruiser Cormorant as 
she came iu and received mail from her, and on the 25th resumed duty 
off Malibon. On 27tb and 2Stli took on board about 30 tons of pig iron 
from Oavlte navy-yard for ballast. July 30, went to boarding duty oft' 
Malibon, seizing eu route to that place a casco which appeared to 
have on board some suspicious documents, which were turned over to 
commander in chief. August 2, the vessel was employed in the tore- 
noon in restoring to her berth the British ship ifoitofH^tf, which had 
dragged the preceding night, and late on the evening of the 3d, a sig- 
nal having been observed ou board the U. 8. b. Ohio, transport, our 
steam launch, sent in response theieto, landed at Oavite two army 
otticers from that vessel, who had no means of tran8[>ortation ashore. 
On the afternoon of the 4th, the weather being rough and squally, took 
mail from our lieet across the bay to the (ierman cruiser ./^'I'senjn! 
Atiyueta, about to sail for Hongkong, together with communications 
from the flagship to British man-of-war TmmortaKte. August 7, coaled 
from British steamer Cprm. Following day towed British steamer 
Kyaitza, collier, from a rough berth into a quiet anchorage nearCavite. 

On August y commanding ollicers of the fleet were notified by 
Admiral Dewey that the bombardment of Manila would tiike place on 
loth instant, at noon. Upon receipt of this information prepared ship 
for action, unshipping ladders and awning stanchions and sending 
them out of the vessel, together with all paints and oils ; shipped spare 
tiller and rove oft' relieving tackles, broke out sail locker and built 
barricades on topgallant forecastle with sails and awnings, secured 
boats against splinter effects, got up U-incli hawser and ranged it 
aft in readiness for use, if needed; inspected magazines and exercised 
guns' crews and powder division at whipping up and distributing am- 
munition to the several classes of R. F. guns. On 10th instant received 
word from the commander in chief that the bombardment was post- 
poned, but the commanding ofBeers would be given twenty-four hours 
notice of its beginning. Continued minor preparations for battle and 
exercised at subcaliber practice. 

August 12, boarded incoming Japanese flagship Matsisuma and con- 
veyed mail from her to our flagship; received notice bombardment of 
Manila would occur the following morning. Underway at 6.45 a. m., 
August 13, with Admiral's aide on board, and conveyed him to U. S. S. 
Concord and Petrel, anchored to northward and westward of break- 
water of Pasig Kiver, where he had official business to transact; 
retumeil to vicinity of ilagsfaip at 8.30 and remained there, lying ofl' 
and on. until 8.5.j, when entire fleet weighed anchor and stood to north- 
ward and eastward to assume positions previously assigned for the 
attack ou Manila, this vessel being in the hue of attack with the rest 
of the squadron. The surrender of the city followed after the firing of 
a few rounds from the Olympia, Jialeiah, Petrel, and Callao, directed 
against Fort Malate, the easternmost outpost of the Spaniards, with- 
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out a shot beiug discharged in answer, aud our fleet anchored off 
Manila at 3 p. m. Our army had meantime marched in by way of 
Paraiiaque and Malate, and additional troops were brought over from 
Cavite by the transport Kivonchoi, which vessel, owing to her light 
draft, stood close in to the breakwater where it joins the shoal. 

The McCuUoch being directed at 3.30 p. m., to go in close to her aud 
assist in landing troops, shifted anchorage to convenient berth and sent 
four boats in compliance with the above order which engaged in convey- 
ing soldiers from the Kiconchoi to the city. Later these boats' crews in 
charge of their officers attempted, iu conjunction with the men from the 
U. S. S. Callao, to extinguish a lire on the Spanish gunboat Cebii, which 
vessel, with Spanish colors flying and steam up, liitd beeu set on Are at 
her moorings inside the mouth of the Pasig Kiver, Their combined 
ettbrts, however, were unsuceesaful in checking the progress of the con- 
flagration, and the steamer eventually sank in her berth. August 14, 
convoyed the flagship's tender Barcdo, which was in leaky condition, 
to Cavite, for repairs, and, upon return to Manila, sent officer and 
boat's crew to examine location and character of a fire on shore, which 
seemed near to and about to ignite a large supply of coal. The follow- 
ing day was spent chiefly at Cavite, whither the vessel went on several 
matters ofofBcial business for the flagship, and while there got on board 
various articles of ship's property lately sent ashore for safe-keeping. 
Transferred to S, 8. Amtralia, for |)assage to Mare Island Hospital, B. 
H. Sjoburg (quartermaster), F, W. Humphrey (seaman), Paul G. Owens 
and F.C.Craig (ordinary seamen), they having been condemned by 
medical survey. 

On the 16 received information through a British steamer bringing 
Government dispatches, that hoatilities liatl ceased. On August 17 
loailed on board a lot of oil from British steamer Oxtis and jiroceeded 
to Gorregidor Island, where the commanding officer had the same 
landed and transported to the light-house situated on the summit of 
said island, and discovered the former native light keepers and author- 
ized them to clean and reestablish the light, which had been discon- 
tinued by the Spanish authorities at the commencement of hostilities. 
Iteniaiiied here during night watching operation of light and returned 
to Manila on the 18th. On August to held summary court-martial, 
by authority of Admiral Dewey, ou John IJufly (seamau), Iver ,1acobsen 
(seaman), and William Dunseath (oiler), charged with drunkeuess. 
Sent up square sail yard, rigged our .jibboom and set up head stays, 
got in place rails and awning stanchions, and at work rehabilitating 
vessel on a peace footing. 

August 26, conveyed to Corregidor Island certain supplies for the 
liglit-house; also took an officer from office of the captain of the port to 
insi>ect San Nicholas Shoal beacon and Corregidor Island light- house. 
The McVuUoch now laid to and' anchored off Manila until September 5, 
during which time the engineer's force overhauled certain portioQS of 
the machinery aud had reiiairs made as authorized by commander in 
chief; also considerable work was accomplished on deck in shape of 
general cleaning, overhauling, and straightening out the ship. On the 
5th shifted berth to an anchorage near Cavite navy-yard and proceeded 
to take ou boaid for ballast a lot of solid round shot. Same day sum- 
mary court-martial for trial of Joseph Parorel (seaman) met. Returned 
to Manila on the 11th aud lay to an anchor, awaiting developments on 
part of insurgent forces on shore, it being the Admiral's intention, should 
trouble come with them, to employ this vessel with the light-draft ships 
of the fleet in an attack on their various towns, strongholds, and vessels. 
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In conclusion it can only be added that, during the period of this ves- 
sel's cooperatiou with the naval force of the United States on this sta- 
tion, covered by this report, no opportunity lias ofl'ered or detail been 
assigned her which permitted of tlie achievement of any coiispicaoaaly 
meritorious act, but it is believed that all duties have been attendeil to 
in a mauner satisfactory to the senior officer and to the credit of the 
service. 

The duties have been somewhat arduous and couRniug to both offi- 
cers and men. No liberty on shore has been given the men since the 
departure of the fleet from Hongkong, April ;i4. From May 1 to August 
13, the day of the surrender of the Spanish forces at Manila, all lights, 
except standing lights, were, by the squadron order, extinguished at 
7 o'clock p. m. 

There was no visiting between vessels except on ofticial business. 
The variety of food was not very great. Armed sentries always kept 
on deck for the batteries. (Juus' crews frequently slept by their guns, 
and seari;b lights were in constant use. ■ The strain of prolonged watch 
standing under such conditions becomes considerable. Our crews were, 
moreover, unaccustomed to the intense heat of May and .lune, or the 
torrential raius which later followed until late in August. Since then, 
however, with the subsidence of the stmthwest monsoon, the advent of 
better weather, the increased liberty of action and more regular rou- 
tine consequent upon the cessation of hostilities, duty in the I'hilip- 
piiies has assumed a phase more in accordan^^e with ship life on any 
tropical station. 

"Very respectfully, C. L. Hooper, 

Captain, U. .S". R. C. S., Commanding. 



U. S. S. Hl-DSON, 
Ket/ Wi-Kt, ria., May i:i, m)S. 
The Secketaby op the Navy, 

Wasliitt/ffon, J), 0. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the jiartioi- 
pation of this vessel in the engagement with the Spanish forces at 
Cardenas on the 11th instant: 

At 11,30 a. m., while otf the main entrance to Cardenas Bay, the 
Hudson was ordered by the senior officer ])resent to accompany the 
U. S. S. Wilmitigton and the U. S. torpedo boat Winshtc inside. All 
three vessels started immediately, and, after some preliminary sound- 
ings to determine the best water, passed through Blanco Channel into 
the bay and headed for Cardenas, 

About 1 p. ni., when abreast of Corogal Point, the Hudson was 
ordered by the commanding officer of the U. S, S. Wilmington to "go 
out and look at small craft." Steamed over toward Diana Cay and 
skirted the western shore of the bay. Discovered no vessels, and 
observing that the Witmintilon and Winstoir were nearing Cardenas, 
at l.;t5 p. m. steamed toward them at full speed. At 1.43, wheu a lit- 
tle over a mile distant from our vessels, saw firing commence from the 
shore, which was immediately returned by our ships. At 1.50, when 
within range of the shore guns, the llmhott oiHsned fire ui>on them with 
her two li-pounders. Observing that the Wimloir was quite inshore 
and exi)0sed to the full strength of the enemy's guns, ran up alongside 
of the }yilmiH<iton and asked if we should go to her assistance ( Winslow). 
Received the answer, "Yes," and at once steamed into the imniediat-e , 
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viciuity of the }Vinnloir, keeping np a constaiit and rapid fire from the 
Hudson^ battery upon the enemy's guns on shore. At li.20, command- 
ing officer of the Winitiow reported his vessel totally disabled, and 
requested to be towed out of range. Owing to the shoal water and the 
rapid drift toward shore of the Winsloir (the wind was on shore), it 
was fully thirty minutes before the Hudson succeeded in making aline 
fast from the Wimlow and started ahead with her. The enemy kept up 
a constant fire during this time, which appeared to be especially directed 
toward the Winslow, and which was returned at every opportunity 
by the Winsloto and Hudson, 

The Winsloic was towed alongside the Wilminffton, from which ves- 
sel a boat was sent with a medical officer, who transferred the dead 
and wouDded from the Winston- to the Wilmington. Finally, at about 
3.30 p. m., all three vessels steamed out of the bay, the Wiustote in tow 
of the Huduon, At about dark joined the U. 8. S. Machias outside, 
■where the Winslota was anchored. At 9.15 p. m,, the Hudson started 
for Key West with dispatches for the senior officer commanding that 
station, and carrying the dead and wounded from the WiiislOK. Re- 
ported to the senior ofBcer commanding at Key West, at 7.10 on the 
morning of the 12th instant. The only damage resulting to the Hudson 
during the engagement was a few slight marks from small x>rojectiles 
upon two of the flre-room ventilators, and a few bullet marks upon the 
outside of the pilot-house plating. One hundred and thirty-five shells 
were fired from the two G-itounders during the action. 
Respectfully, yours, 

Frank H, Newcomb, 
Firxt. Lieutenant, R. C. S., Commanding. 

(Through senior officer comniiinding naval stiition, Key West, Fla.) 



U. S. S. Hudson, 
Key We^t, Fla., Matj HI, 1898. 
The Secketaey of the Treasury, 

Washington, D, C. 

Siu : Iti obedience to Department order of the 10th instant (C. F. S.), 
I have the honor to submit the following full detailed reportof the part 
taken by my command in cooperation with vessels of the Navy in the 
recent action at Uardenas, Cuba. 

At daylight on the morning of the lltli instant the Hudson was cruis- 
ing on blockade dnty off Cardenas, about 6 miles north of Crnz del 
Padre Hght-house, in company with the U. S. S. Machias. The smoke 
of a steamer approaching from the eastward was discovered, and the 
Hudson was pointed for it under a full head of stitam. As soon as near 
enough to ascertain the steamer to be the U, 8, 8. WilmiHgUm the 
Hudson was headetl to the westward, following the Machias toward the 
day anchorage under I'iedras Oay. As we rounded Moua Cay the 
Marhias signaled, "Kegulate your movements by this vessel," which was 
done. The Machias led the way in by Fiedras (Jay aTid np the outer 
bay, and at about fl o'clock came to anchor li miles X NB. of Diana Cay, 
one of the islands guarding the inner approaches to Cardenas Bay. At 
this time three Spanish gunlwatia were observed in the western part of 
the bay, 4 or '> miles distant, steaming slowly toward Cardenas. 

Uponapproaching within hail the i/wdsoH was ordered by the JfncAias 
to proceed up toward two sunken sloops in the channel on the east side 
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of Diana Cay, look around, and see what conUl be fofinil. As an impres- 
sion prevailed on board that torpedoes liad been planted in tliis cliannel, 
I asked the MachUis, "Do yoii want us to go np to those sunken vessels T" 
The answer was, "No; be very careful." 

The Hudson then proceeded very slowly up the channel, sounding 
constantly and carefully, feeling the way, going ahead and baekinjc on 
the engine as occasion required. Oftentimes there was less than f> 
inches of water under her. She was drawing !) feet 4 inches aft. In 
about an hour we had worked up to within lUO yards of the sunken 
sloops. Then fluding deeper water to the eastward, we worked around 
inside of them and stopped, not feeling jnstiiied under our orders to 
proceed farther into the bay. The largest Spanish gunboat came witliin 
about 3 miles of us, evidently watching our movements. After lying 
still ten minutes about half a mile east of JJiana (Jay and iiudiug that 
the enemy's gunboat was not dis^wsed to come any nearer, we returned 
to the Mackias, rei>orting alongside about 11 o'clock. We were then 
ordered to report to the WUininijton, which vessel and the torpedo boat 
Winslow had joined the Mochias during our absence. IJy the M'Hminff- 
ton we were ordered to proceed with the Winxlotc and sound out the 
channel between Koraero and the largest of the Blanco Cays and to 
sweep it with our small boats for tori«does. We started right away, 
following the Winaloir, which, by reason of her superior speed, soon 
distanced us. When off the eastern end of Itomero Cay, while running 
at full speed, the Budson grounded and stopped,' with only 7 feet of 
water under her. After several ineffectual attempts to back oft, the 
6-pounder ammunition In the atterhold was carried forward, and finally 
the Hudson backed oft' into deeper water. We then sounded our way 
down the channel about a mile, when we met the Wilmington coming 
slowly in. 

All three vessels then proceeded into the bay, the Wihuhigton in the 
center, with the Wiimloir on her port bow and the Hndnon on the star- 
board. Atler proceeding in this manner for several miles the Huilaon 
was ordered to fallback upon the Wilmmi/tou's starboard quarter clejir 
of ber guns, supplemented by: "When yon get up there gather in all 
you can." The H'/wsiufc occupied ai4imilar]x>sition on the opposite side. 

About 1 p, m,, when nearly abreast of Coragal Point, the Hudson was 
ordered by the Wilmington to "go out and look for small craft." 
Accordingly we started over to the northward toward Diana Oay, and 
circled along the western shore of the bay, standing as near in to the 
land ii.'^ the shoal water wonid permit. In crossing the main ship 
channel three bla<;k buoys were seen in line, about half a mile apart, 
which were avoided for fear they marked torpedoes or mines. Finally 
at 1.35 p. ra., not having seen vessels of any kind whatever on that side 
of the bay, we steame<i at full speed toward the Wilmington and W^insloT, 
now nearing Cardenas. At 1.4.1 p. m. they had arrived off the city and 
were steaming to the eastward along the water front, probably 1 j miles 
offshore. Suddenly the Winxloiv dashed in towanl the wharves and 
when about l,8liO yards distant, the smoke of a gnu flred fn)m the center 
of the city front was observed. Both vessels immediately returned the 
fire; more guns followed from the shore, and when we arrived at the 
scene about ten minutes later a general engagement was in progress. 
The Hudson steamed in between a bark and a full-rigged brig lying 
at anchor, and taking a position about 1,800 yards from the shore, off 
the western end of the city, opened tire with her two 6-pounder Driggs- 
Schroeder guns upon the enemy's battery, which could only be located 
by the smoke from the guns. Meantime the Wihiiington had turned 
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and was steaming slowly to the westward, outside of the Hudson. The 
Whislow still main tai lied her original position when (ii'St lired upon. 
After firing several rounils Irom the Hudson's gnus it w^as seou that she 
wonid soon be in Hue with the Wilmington's flte. Accordingly we ran 
out around the latter vessel to obtain a clearer tteld for our operations. 
Passing witliin liail of the WihningUm I asked, pointing toward the 
Winnloic, "Shall I go down there, and pitch in ?" The answer was 
" Yes." 

Up to this time I had received no official intimation whatever as to 
the object in view, nor what i)art the Jluihon was expected to take in 
the att'air. A signal had been Hying from the WHmiiij/ton's masthead 
for some time which could not be made out from the Hudson. What it 
siguilied I have nevei- been informed. 

The Hudson ran in at full speed tintil about 150 yards inshore of the 
Wiimtoir and a short distance t-o the eastward, when the engine was 
8topi>ed and firing resumed with the two 6pouTider8. Upon our original 
entry into the engagement, the first two or three shells from each gun 
struck the water a ti-ifle short of the city front, but after that all of our 
shells appeared to land in among the buildings on shore, some of them 
in close ])roximity to the enemy's guns. 

After bavlng been in action a few minutes it was noticed that the 
Winstoir was moving about in a very strange and e^rati«^ manner, and 
it was found quite ditticult at times to avoid a collision witli her. She 
was darting back and forth in line with the city front, and as the flre 
of the enemy appeared to be directed mainly u^wn her it was eoncluded 
finally that she was being maneuvered in this way to avoid the fixed 
concentrated range of their guns. It was afterwards learned that one 
of her boilers and the steering engine had been struck and disabled, 
and that her commander was trying to point either end of her offshore 
In order to withdraw. 

The enemy's shell were falling and bursting ail over and around the 
two vessels, and why the Hudson was not seriously damaged by them 
is beyond comprehension. I saw one shel , that passed close over the 
top of our pilot house, strike tlie Winsloir, but fortunately it failed to 
burst. Another shell, apparently a large one, jjassed close to us, and 
striking the water alongside the Wilmington, half a mile outside, threw 
a column of spray nearly as high as her bridge. The use of smokeless 
powder in some of the enemy's guns made it impossible to locate them. 
But their marksmansh p was very poor, and many of their shi'Ila struck 
the water a long way inside of us. We had been firing steadily for 
about twenty minutes, most of the time lying inshore of the Winslow, 
and often between her and the enemy's guns as we maneuvered for posi- 
ti<)n, when it was reported to me tliat she was probably disabled. I 
immediately offered assistance to her commanding officer, which he 
detslined by a negative shake of the head. Ten or fifteen minutes 
later, when we were to windward and outside of the Winslow, he 
reported his vessel as totally disabled, and requested to be towed out 
of range of the enemy's gnus. This was the first definite information 
received on board the Hudson of the Winslow^s condition. Tliere was 
quite a fresh breeze blowin^i obliq:)ely on shore from the eastward, and 
tlie Winshtr was making so much leeway in consequence, and con- 
stantly shoaling the water, that I found it very difficult to bring the 
Hudson in position to throw a line to her. Our propeller was constantly 
stirring up the bottom, and steerageway was invariably lost as soon as 
the si)eed slackened. It was upward of thirty minutes before we suc- 
ceeded in getting hold of tlie Winsloir^s towline and started ahead 
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with her. While makiug the oftbrt, the miminjflmi had been filing 
over ua, aud a number of her shells exploded upon leaving the gmis, 
the fragments striking the water alt around us. 

We were within 10(1 feet of the Whixloic when a shell exploded, kill- 
ing Ensign Bagley and three men, and the sad casualty was distinctly 
visible to most of our officers and crew. The WilminffUiit lired the hist 
giins in the engagement, apparently silencing the enemy's batteries. 
When we started ahead witli the Wimloir the Wihiiiniflon was nearly 
a mile distant, steaming out to windward. The Hwlgon followed slowly 
v^ ith the Winsloir. The latter vessel's steering gear being disabled, 
ahe was yawing about wildly, and we had not proceeded more than a 
quarter of a mile when the towl.ne parted. It was a matter of only a 
few minutes to get out another towliue, and then we went ahead again. 
After a long and laborious chase dead to windward, we finally overtook 
the Wiliningtoit, and bailing her requested that the doctor be sent on 
board the Winsloir, Both vessels had been attempting to wigwag the 
same message to the WilminfitoH for some time previously. 

After the dead and wounded bad been transferred to the Wilminfiton, 
we made fast alongside the Winslow in an endeavor to tow her in that 
manner. But, owing to the roughness of the bay, it was found that 
the water thrown up between the two vessels was liliely to aink the 
Winslow in her shattered and disabled state, so the attempt was aban- 
doned. About 4 p. m. we started out of the bay with the Winshiv in 
tow astern, following in the wake of the Wilmington. We arrived 
alongside the Machias at dark, aud at 9.30 p. m., dropping the torjiedo 
boat, started for Key West with dispatches, and the dea<l and wounded 
from the Winslow, arriving there at 7,30 on the following morning. 

While I may not particularize any individual act of heroism during 
the action, without doing an injustice to others equally as meritorious, 
I take great pleasure in directing the attention of the Department to 
the cool aud efBeient manner in which each and every ofBeer and mem- 
ber of the crew performed the duties intrusted to him. 

Without the combined efforts of all hands on board this vessel, the 
Winshw and the surviving members of her crew would have been lost. 
Respectfully, yours, 

Prank H. Newcomb, 
First Lieutenant, R. (J. .S., CommaaMnij. 



U. S. 8. Hudson, 
Key Went, Fla., June 10, 1898. 
The Bbcbbtaby of the Treasuev, 

Waskitiffton, 1). C. 
aiR: For the better information of the Department, I have the honor 
to submit the following snpi)!emeutary rejiort containing certain facts 
relating to the part taken by this vessel in the late engagement at 
Cardenas on the 11th ultimo, which were omitted in the hasty prepa- 
ration of my report of the 31st ultimo r 

The injuries sustained by the Eudson from the enemy's projectiles 
were as follows : The hull was struck in two places below tlie guards 
on the starboard side, aud two places on the port side, one below the 
guards, and the other on the after filling piece between the guards, 
evidently by a piece of a large projectile, as it left quite a deep dent in 
the hard wood. So damage result*^! froui the other places struck 
beyond knocking oS" the paint and scaling the iron at the points of 
contact. > 1 
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The rudder ou tbe port side, where it joins the stock, was struck once 
with siDiilar results. The forward fire- room ventilator on the starboard 
side above the apper deck was struck foar times, one only resulting in 
a perforation, three fourths of an inch iu diameter. The after venti- 
lator ou the same side was struck ouce and perforated, the hole being 
about one-half of an inch in diameter. 

The after end of the pilot house was spattered with numerous small 
pieces of lead, each of which was buried out of sight in the wood. 
The light joiner work of the cabin was shaken and shattered more or 
less by the fire of the after 6- pounder, while windows, lamp shades, and 
other fragile articles were smashed. 

During the action 135 rounds were flred from the two 6-pounder 
guns. The Colt automatic gun on the upper deck was not used, its 
fire being reserved for short range in case the vessel became disabled 
and drifted near the shore. 

Second Lieut. J. H. Scott was in charge of the after 6-pouiider and 
Third Lieut, E. E. Mead of the forward one. The coolness and intrepid- 
ity manifested by these gentlemen in handling their respective gun's 
crews, and taking advantage of every favorable opportunity to get in 
an effective shot at the enemy, and their efforts under the most trying 
circumstances to run lines to the disabled Winsloir, are deserving of 
the highest commendation. 

The professional skill and promptness displayed by Mr. N. E. Cutchin, 
the engineer {first assistant) in charge, in responding to the constant 
and exacting demands upon the macliinery iu maneuvering the vessel, 
merit unstinted praise. Not the slightest hitch or delay of any kind 
occurred in the workings of his department, and the successful issue 
of the day's operations was undoubtedly due in a great measure to his 
eflbrta and those of the men under him. 

Whenever the services of Second Asst. Engineer T. D. Lewton could 
be spared from the engine and fire rooms he cheerfully repaired to 
the pilot house, where his aid in locating the other vessels and the 
direction of the enemy's guns, in the midst of the dense smoke from 
the Hvdmm'H guns which at the time prevailed, was of the utmost 
assistance. 

Each and every member of the crew from the boatswain down to 
Moses .lones, the colored boy, who attached himself to the after gan 
and never failed to have a shell ready when it was iieeded, did his 
whole duty cheerfully and without the least hesitation. This appears 
the more remarkable in view of the fact that none of them had ever 
been under fire betbre. and that the guiis were without protection or 
shelter of any kind. They deserve the most substantial recognition 
in the power of the Goveniment for their heroic services upon this 
occasion, 

I take pleasure in testifying to the remarkable bravery displayed by 
Lieutenant Bernadou and the men of the Wlnnlotr, and consider it aa 
one of the p^ieatest privileges of my life to have been an eyewitness of 
their conduct at a time when many men would have felt justified in 
abandoning all hope. With such officers and such men tbe American 
nation may well be proud of its Navy. 
Kcspectfully, yours, 

Framk H. Newcomr, 
First Lieutenant, R. C. S., Commanding. 
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U. S. S. Hudson, 
Off Cayo Piedbas, 
Cardenns Bay, Cuba, July 15, 180f^\ 
The Secretary of the Treasury, 

Washington, J). C. 

SiE: I have the honor to report that while recoiinoitering with this 
vessel in the vicinity of Blanco Passage, Cardenas Bay, on the morning 
of the 13th instant, the topmast and peak of the mainsail of a small 
vessel, apparently lying at anchor, were discovered over the tops of the 
trees ou Little Cayo Blanco. Supposing it to be one of the numerous 
fleet of vessels engaged iu running the blockade between Cardenas and 
eastern Cuban ports, we opened Hre upon it at about 1,M0 yards dis- 
tance with the forward 6-pounder. After firing three or four shells, 
which struck in apparent close proximity to the vessel, she was observed 
to file away on the port tack. We maintained a constant fire upon her, 
through and over the tops of the intervening trees, until she was 
observed to couie to again head to the wind. Then, after consulting 
with Lieut. F. E. Brainard, U. S. N., commanding U, 9. S. Uneas, who 
was on board by invitation — we were looking for a suitable harbor of 
refuge in the event of a hurricane — I decided to return to the other 
vessels present on the Cardenas blockade in order to pro<',ure a boat 
large enough to carry a "cutting out" party. The UuitKvn^s boat is too 
small for such purposes. 

After obtaining permission from the senior officer present, Comman- 
der James M, Miller, U. S. N., commanding U. S. S. I'ompey, a boat was 
borrowed from the Uncax, with an armed crew of four men. We then 
returned to Blanco Passage, finding the unknown vessel still at anchor 
behind the cay. As we approached a small sloop was discovered trying 
to escape between two of the smaller cays. We fired two shells at her, 
when the crew of two men drop\)ed the sails and anchor, and made ofl' 
in a small boat. A "cutting out" party was immediately organiKCd, 
and departed in the Umas boat to bring out the two vessels. Lieuten- 
ant Brainard was in charge, and the party consisted of Third Lieut. 
E. E. Mead, Second Asst. Engineer T. C. Lewton, and three men from 
this vessel and the four men from the Uncas. Meanwhile the V/wdsoH 
was kept in position to effectually cover the boat party in case of attack 
by the enemy. 

In about thirty minutes they returned with two sloops, bringing thern 
oat under their own sails. Tliey proved to be the ■/osetita, whose crew 
of two men voluntarily surrendered upon the ap|)roach of the boat, and 
ihe Bella Yiies, both of (Jardenas. The crew of the latter named vessel 
escaped. Lieutenant Braiiiard reported finding a small vessel lying 
astern of the JSclln Yne~, which had evidently been torn to pieces by one 
of our shells. It is not known whether she had a crew by lier or not. 
The shell had probably exploded inside of her, as the deck and both 
sideswere shattered into splintersprotrudingoutward in every direction. 

Both vessels were taken in tow and we arrived (it the anchorage at 
ll.ao a. m,, where we were welcomed by three cheers from the crew of 
the Pomppp and the blasts of the steam whistle of the Uncas. 

The expedition was handled in a most efficient manner by Lieutenant 
Brainard, in which he was ably assisted by Lieutenant Mead and 
Engineer Lewton. Our whole crew to a man volunteered for the serv- 
ice. Second Lieut, J. H, Scott personally aimed and fired the forward 
gun, 13 shots in all, and it was as accurately done as any shooting from 
a great gun that I have ever witnessed. 

Respectfully, yours, Frank A. Newcomb, 



First Lieiitenant, B. C. 8., €ommandinp'. ,-\^-\Q\ri 



U. S. S. WlXDOM, 

Havana Blockade. June 1, 1898. 
The Sb(";eetaey of the Treasury, 

Washington, D. C 

SiE: III accordance witliinstructioDS contained in Department letter 
of the I'Jtli instant, I bave the honor to submit the following report of 
the patt taken by this vessel in the action at Oieufuegos, Cuba, May 
11, 1898 : 

Having received orders from Commodore llemey, oommaudiug naval 
base at Key West, •■'la., tocouvoy coal ship Saturn from Key West to 
fleet off Cieiifuegos, we left Key West with Saturn morning of May S, 
and arrived off Oieufuegos afternoon of May 10; found U. S. steamers 
MarhleheaA, Naahville, and Eagle blockading the port. Early on the 
mornitig of May 11, Marblehead and Nashville steamed close inshore 
and shelled the shore and Ticinity where the oceau telegraph cables are 
lauded. They then sent four boats, two from Marblehead and two flwm 
Naahvilh, with full crew« and officers, close inshore to grapple and cat 
the cables. 

After the work was completed, and before the boats could get out of 
range, the enemy from concealment behind a ridge opened fire on the 
boats, killing 2 and wounding 8 of the crews. During this time Mar- 
blehead and Nashville kept up a brisk Are, and soon the enemy was 
driven from their position, but took refuge in the lighthouse and a 
small fort beside it, and again opened flre on boats and ships. At this 
time the Windom was called into action ; took position between and 
inside of Marblehead and Nashville, and about 1,200 yards from the 
lighthouse and fort. Opened ilre on the light-house and fort, and soon 
both were destroyed. When the work of destrnction was completed, 
signal of "Well done" was made from Marblehead to Windom, and soon 
after signal to cease firing. Sliips then moved offshore, as the enemy 
had apparently been driven from the vicinity. Numerous shots struck 
the ships, but no one was hurt on Marblehead or Windom, except men 
from Marbleliead who were in the boats. 

On ]!iaahviUe,(JAptd.in Maynardand Lieutenant Wiuslow were reported 
slightly wounded. Eighty-live shell were fired from Windom^s battery 
iu the action. The gunnery was most excellent, almost every shot 
striking light-house or fort from which the enemy were firing. Officers 
and crew were very cool, but enthusiastic in the action, and our battery 
was handled most admirably.' Eaj/le was not in the action, haring 
left during the night on some special duty. The enemy was supposed 
to have suftered severely. Certainly many must have been killed or 
wounded in the destruction of the lighthouse and fort, or what was 
supposed to be a fort. After the action was over the wounded were 
placed on board the Windom and made as comfortable as possible; 
turned cabin into a hospital for their accommodation, and we left as soon 
as iMJSsible under full speed for Key West; arrived there early on the 
morning of May 14, and sent wounded to hospital at once. Most of 
the woundeii were so badly hurt that they were expected to die on the 
passage, but owing to the untiring efforts aud skill of our surgeon. Dr. 
Travers, they were kejit alive. It is reported that 2 died soon after 
reaching hospital. 

I am, very respectfully, 

S. E. MAGUIEE, 
Captain, R. €. S. 

1 charge of tbe n'iiidom's 4-looh gun 



, Google 



29 

U. S. S. Dolphin, 
Of Haraiur, Cuba, May IT, 1S9>^. 
Commanding Officbe, 

V. S. S. Mtoiniiuj. 
Sir: 1. Proceed witli the vessel luider your commaml to tlie vicinity 
of Bahia Honda, to the westward of Havana, with the utmost dispatch, 
for the purpose of giving the earliest possible uotice of the approach of 
the Spanish tleet to the Havana blockade. 
2. You will keep about 4 miles from the shore line. 
'A. Upon sighting the enemy, van for the blockade oft' Havana, and 
when within about 17 miles of Havana begin to fire signal rockets at 
short intervals at night and single guns at short intervals by day. 

i. Scouts from Key West are now in Yucatan Channel. It is hoped 
that you may get your first notice from them of the approach of the 
enemy. 

5, Your signal will be acknowledged by a single rocket at night or 
single gun by day. Continue this warning until it is acknowle(l;;ed, 
and then run for Dry Tortngas, eventually falling back on Key West. 
Very respectfully, 

J. C. Watson, 
Commander, U. 8. Navi/, 
Commanding U. Iii. Naval Fori:e on South Atlantic Station. 



U, S. S, Manning, 
Ken West, Fhi., May 31, IS'J^. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, 

Treasury Department, Washinijtoti, V. C. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the duty per- 
formed by this vessel from May 14 to itl, both inclusive. 

May 14, to and including May 17 to 3.4r) p. m., on blockade duty oft' 
Mantanzas. 
May 18, to and including May 24, on scout duty oft' Bahia Honda. 
May 25, to and including May •'iO, on blockade duty ott' Havana. 
On morning of May 31 arrived at Key West for coal and provisions. 
Kespect fully, yours, 

F. M. MUNGER, 
Captain, U. S. li. C. 6'., Vommtmdlntj. 



U. S. S. Manning, 
Guantanamo, Cuba, June 30, 1608. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, 

Treasury Department, "WasMngtoii, D. C. 
SiE : I have the honor to submit the following statement of the duty 
performed by this vessel each day during the month of June: 
On June 1 and 2 at Key West engaged in coaling ship. 
On June 3 at Key West coaling ship. Veasel reported ready tor se:i 
and awaiting orders. From June 4 to 7, inclusive, at Key West await- 
ing orders. 

On June 8 at Key West coaling ship. Vessel reported ready for sea 
and awaiting orders. 

On June 9, at 5.30 a. m., this vessel left Key W'est for Havana and 
was assigned to blockading duty between Bahia Honda and Cabanas, 



leaving Havana at 5.30 p. m. and arriving on her station at 8.25 p. ro. 
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On June 10 oft' Rahia Hoiida on blockade dnty. 

On June 11 oft' Bahia Honda on blockade dnty. Received orders 
from Commodore Watson to return to liey West for convoy duty, and 
accordingly left station at 7 p. m. for Key West. 

On June 12, at 6.18 a. m., anchored at Key West, coaled ship, and 
reported vessel ready for eea at 5 p. m. 

On June 13 at Key West awaiting orders. 

On June 14, at 5 p. m., reported to the commanding oHicer of the 
U. S. S. Indiana as part of the convoy fleet. 

From June 15 to 24, inclusive, cruising while attached to fleet pro- 
tecting transports. 

On June '^5 engaged in carrying dispatclies between army head- 
quarters and Admiral Sampson. Received orders to proceed to Dai- 
quiri to protect army base of supplies. 

On June 36 and 27 engaged in protecting army base of supplies at 
Daiquiri. 

On June 28, at 9.45 a. m., proceeded under orders to (.iiiantauamo 
for coal. At 1.50 p, m. anchored at Gnantanamo. 

On the L'Otb, engaged in carrying dispatches between Gnantanamo 
and the blockading fleet off Santiago. 

On June 30 engaged iu carrying dispatches between Gnantanamo 
and the blockading fleet oft' Santiago. At 6.15 p. m. commenced 
coaling ship at Guantananio. 
Respectfully, yours, 

r. M. MUNGEB, 

Captain, E. C. S., Commanding. 



U. S. S. Mamning, 
G iiaittanamo, Cuba, July 31, 1898. 
Tlie SEOItETAKY OF THK TEBAKUEY, 

Treasury Department, Washington, 'I>. C. 

SiB: I have the honor to submit the following report of the duty 
performed by this vessel during the month of July, 1898 : 

On the Ist, at Gnantanamo, <;oaling ship; carrieti dispatches to the 
dagsbip oft' Santiago. 

From tlie 2d to and including the 13th, at Daiquiri, protecting the 
army base of supplies. 

On the 5th, Spanish troops were seen approaching around the south 
side of the hill west of the camp. About the same time transports 
Leong and Xo. 31 arrived from Sibouey and reported that they had 
observed a troop of from 70 to 90 Spanish soldiers west of the hill. 
We opened fire on those observed, and continued iiring at intervals, 

A later recouuoissance around the hill revealed no Spaniards, as they 
had probably fled to the mountains. The men were kept at quarters 
during the night, and careful watch was maintained, but nothing sus- 
I>icions was observed during the uight. There being no army surgeon 
at Daiquiri, the surgeon from this vessel visited camp twice each day, 
and frequently at other times as called. He treated 200 patients, and 
as the army supply of medicine w;ia meager and unsnited to the trouble, 
used nearly all our store of quinine. Later our own men were taken 
ill, so that on the 12tli we had 14 men sick. A fortunate relief from 
that duty stopped the iufection. 

Oq the 14th, proceeded to Gnantanamo for coal. 

Ou the 15th and 16th, at Guantanamo coaling ship. 
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Ou the 17tl], cruising imderordprs to join tbe blockade ofl'Manzanillo. 

Ou July IStli, joined the blockading Heet off Mauzanillo. 

From the 19th to aud iucludiug the 22d, cruising with the Heet under 
command of Lieuteuant- Commander Todd, U. S. N., commanding 
U, S. S. Wilmingtou. 

Ou the 20th, bombai-ded Santa Cruz del Sur, 

On the 2l8t, assisted in cutting the cable at Jucaro. 

On the 22d, steamed to (Jieufuegos aud thence toward Cape Cruz. 

On the 23d. steaming toward Cape Cruz. 

From the 24th to and including the 2'Jth, on blockade du,ty ort Cape 
Ovuz. 

On the 25th, steamed to Port iSiquero, to destroy the blockhouses 
there held by Spanish troops. Were met off the town by a vessel flying 
a white flag, and were informed that the enemy had lei't for Manzanillo 
on the 23d, aud that there were no troops near. Observed whit« tiags 
flying from tiie wharf aud from several houses. Later in the day the 
report of the departure of the Spanish troops was confirmed by Lieu- 
teuant Young, U. 8. N., couimauding U. S. S. Hist. 

Ou the 29th, received orders to proceed to Guantauamo. 

On the 30th, arrived at G-uantanamo. 

Ou the 31st, at G-uantanamo, coaling ship. 
Respectfully, yours, 

F. M. MustiEB, 
Captain, U. 8. ]{. C. A',, CommoniHiig. 



TJ. S. S. Mamning, 
Norfolk i'drif- Yard, \'n., Aiiffiiat Si', 1S98. 
The Sbcbbtart of the Treasury, 

Washinyton, 1). C. 

Sir: ] have the honor to report the arrival of my command at this 
yard to-day, after an absence on active war service of nearly four 
months' duration. During the period in ([uestion the Manninfl has 
been engaged in hostile action four times, and in one instance formed a 
unit in a tleet attack on shore works. The main and secondary bat- 
teries of the ship have fired in all about GOO rounds in hostile work, the 
main battery guns consisting, it should be stated, of 4-inch rapid-fire 
rifles. 

Despite the exposed nature of her work the Manning has been 
remarkably fortunate in that not a casualty has occurred on board, nor 
has the vessel sustained in point of material or equipment any damage. 

I took occasion to report to the Department the participation of the 
Manning in the engagements of May 12 and 13 last, at Cabanas and 
Mariei, Cuba, and I noted in my report of these operations the com- 
mendation of Commodore J. 0. Watson, U. S. N., on the gunnery work 
of the Manning at Cabanas. 

Following the convoy of the transport Omsie and the termination of 
that duty, the Manning was assigned to blockade patrol off the port of 
Matanzas. This work lasted until May 17, when the Manning was hur- 
ried off to the westward with orders to take station off Bahia Honda 
and watch for any intimation of the approach of Cervera's tieet. This 
duty was one of the most exacting of all which fell to the lot of my 
command during the entire summer. To understand its importance it 
must be known that the Manning stood between the Havana block- 
ading fleet and the enemy. Our fleet off Havana depended wholly o 
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the Manniny tor news of the approach of the enemy, and only the great- 
est vigilance on the pait of those ou the ship could insure a detection 
of the Spaoish approach. This duty lasted until May 24, when news 
was received of the "bottling" of Cervera's fleet in Santiago de Cuba. 
Subsequent to the work just outlined the Manning aided in patrol duty 
before Havana, and ou May 25, when the German war ship Qeier made 
a dash out of Havana without attempting to speak the blockading fleet 
the Manniny was ordered to overhaul her. This was done in a smart 
run of a few miles, during whicli the ship made about 17 knots per 
hour. 

From 31ay 24 to Juiie 14 the Maiming was employed on the patrol 
from Havana to Bahia Honda, but on the latter-named date this shiiJ 
joined the naval convoy fleet charged with the protection of the Fifth 
Army Corps in its transportation to Santiago de Cuba, the convoy 
duty lasted from Jnue 14 to June 22. The Manning did her share of 
the work e(|ually with the other armed vessels of the fleet, alternating 
from Hteamtug in column formation to scouting on the flanks and in the 
van and rear. On arriving before Santiago the Manning took charge of 
a division of the transports and held it together for a feint, as for laud- 
ing, at a point about 15 miles to the westward of Santiago harbor. 

On June 25 the detached squadron of transport^ was taken in by the 
Manning to the point of disembarkation at Siboney, and throughout 
that day and the one following dispatches were conveyed between army 
headquarters at Daiquiri ami more advanced points occupied by the 
army. During this work the ship was under the immediate orders of 
Capt. C. T. Goodrich, U. S. N., commanding U. 8. S. iS(. Louis. 

On June 2fi the Manning was ordered to take station at Daiquiri and 
guard the army base of supplies at that point from attack. This duty 
continued until July 14. On July 5 the Manning repelled an advance 
of the enemy on the base of supplies. The gunnery work of this day 
was exceptionally good, and the shots were placed in the enemy's posi- 
tion witli precision and deliberation. I might mention at this point 
that in the internal arrangement for battle I was assisted on the bridge 
by First Lieut. C. H. McLellan, executive officer, and by Second Lieut. 
G. M. Daniel, navigating officer, while Second Lieut. G, L. Garden, 
ordnance oflBcer, took immediate charge of the second division of guns, 
eonsistingof two4 inchK. F. S. and twoli-pounders, and to Third Lieut. 
G. H. Mann was given charge of the 4-incii gun and two 6- pounders for- 
ward. Third Lieut. W. A. Wiley and P. C. Prince had charge, respec- 
tively, of the forward and after powder divisions. In the engineer's 
department were Chief Engineer H. C. Whitwoi th, First Asst. Engineer 
H. U. Butler, and Second Asst, Engineers H. Kotzschmar, jr., and D.W. 
Blake, Surg. A. T, Mitchell took an assigned sick-bay 8i;ation. 

During the guard duty at Daiquiri a landing party of seaman-infantry 
was organized in charge of Second Lieut. G. L. Garden, and was held 
in readiness for shore duty whenever occasion for the service should 
arise. The army guard force consisted of 100 men. At one time fever 
reduced the number of men on shore available for duty to 16. No sur- 
geon being present with the army force, Dr. Mitchell took charge of the 
sick, and not one case was lost while in hia care. On July ID, ou the 
arrival of army reenforcements, Dr. Mitchell was relieved by Captain 
and Surgeon Ten Eyck of the Army. But for the presence of the Man- 
ning a considerably larger force from the Army would doubtless have 
been necessary for the protection of Daiquiri. All the supplies of the 
army of invasion, or the major portion of them, were in store at this 
j>oint, and an attack was actually made when the small army guard was 
decimated by sickness. 



33 

Ou July 18 the Maiininri was assig[ie(l to duty with the squadrou 
uuderOomtnauderToddof U. 8. S. irj/mm;;(r>K, operatiugin the vicinity 
of Manzaiiillo. The cmisiiig which followed was for the most part iu- 
side the cays stretching away betweeii Cape Cruz and tjueiios. As the 
Manning passed through the cay clianuel on July 18, and while off 
Neguerro, she was tired ou by the shore batteries, hut was uot hit. 

On July 20 Commauder Todd'a si|uadron, consisting of Wilmimjldn, 
Helena, Mattniug, Scorpion, Oxceola, and Hint, engaged the shore foVtiti- 
CEktions at Santa CruK del 8ur. The attauk wiis in fleet formation, the 
Manning^s place in the forniatiou being number 3, On this occasion the 
^fanning fired 102 shots, the range varying from 2,800 to ;f,l.'(>0 yai'ds. 
Both the first and second divisions scored a number of excellent hits. 

On July 21 and 22 the Manaing assisted in dragging for telegraph 
cables off Jucaro and. at a point about 25 miles to the westward of 
Jucaro. 

Up to and including July 2y the Manning took station in tlie vicinity 
of Cai>e Cruz on blockade duty, My command was charged with the 
work of reducing the blockhouses before Neguerro, but on arriving oft" 
that place on July 25 the position was found abandoned by the enemy. 
The Manning was then worked up to a point a short distsuce to the 
westward, wliere a Spanish signal t«wer was shelled. 

Following the duty olf Cape Cruz the Manning was assigned to service 
on blockade off Cieutuegos, and she remained on this last-uieutioned 
work until ordered to Key West on July ir) last. During the Cienfuegos 
blockade duty comoiunication was had on two occasions with the 
insurgent camp, commanded by Alvarez, located about 13 miles to the 
westward of Cienfuegos. 

On July 14, when news was received of the signing of the protocol 
between the United States and Spain, I personally visited the insurgent 
camp, accompanied by Mr. Whitworth, and interviewed the iutJurgents, 
informing them of the general provisions of that treaty. On July 15, 
under orders from the senior officer present, Lieutenant-Comtuaader 
Adams of the Tankton, 1 went in toward the entrance of Cienfuegos 
under flag of truce. The Spanisii gua vessel Alcedo came out in response, 
and 1 sent Lieutenant Cardeu ou board to acquaint the Spanish authori- 
ties with the orders we hiui received to raise the Cienfuegos blockade. 
On the return of that officer ttie Manning iiroceeded to Key West, where 
she arrived on July 17. Ou July 19 we left Key West under orders 
from Commodore Kamsey for this place, arriving off Cape Henry in 
sixty-eight hours' time. 

There is no sickness on board, although both ortiers and nien have 
been through a most trying and difficult period of work. There have 
been a number of malarial cases recorded, but all were well taken care 
of; except for the exliausting eltects of tropical service, I may say that 
the general health of the command is excellent. 

In concluding, I avail myself of the opportunity to commend First 
Lieut. C. H, McLellan tor unremitting care and attention to duty. By 
bis earnest and faithful attention to duty the ship has been kept in 
efScteut condition and ready for all demands. I also commend Second 
Lieutenant l>aniels. navigator, who has stood waU^h with me on the 
bridge day and night, and always kept a correct knowledge of the ship's 
position. 

Second Lieutenant Garden, ordnance officer, has shown zeal and 
intelligence in the execution of the duties of that jiosition, and the 
battery will recommend biro. Chief Engineer Whitworth has kept 



,y Google 



34 

the motive power in sach condition that we have always been ready to 
obey a rush order, and I uommeiid him tor hard and faithful work. 

While not naming all, I desire to commend my ofllijers for having 
done to the best of their ability, and the men, one and all, gave the 
officers good and loyal support, 
llespectfnily, yours, 

FbED, M. MUNGfEB, 

Vaptain, K. G. 8., Uommat^Mni/ Manning. 



U. S. S. Hamilton, 
On Havana Bloclade, May 39, 189S. 
The Seoretaby op thk Treasury, 

Washington, JJ. V. 

Sir: In compliance with the directions contained in Department 
letter of the IHlh instant, I have the honor to make the following state- 
ments concerning the duty performed by this ship: 

As soon as ready for sea 1 proceeded with my command from Norfolk 
to ii.ey West in obedience to orders. 1 rpported at the latter place on 
May 1 to the senior ofldcer present, and was instructed by him to pre- 
pare at once for duty with the fleet. The next day. May 2, I received 
orders to take a heavily loaded coal barge out to the battle ship Indi- 
ana, at anchor outside of the reef. The barge was towed out and deliv- 
ered safely alongside of the Indiana. 

On the morning of Tuesday, May 3, 1 was summoned on board of the 
monitor Puritan and received instructions to coal ship immediately and 
be in readiness to proceed to the northeast coast of Cuba with two 
prominent insurgents — Lieut. Col. Octavia Giberga, of the insurgent 
army, and his brother, Benjamin Giberga, a member of the Cuban Junta 
at New York — special commissioners from the Junta with dispatches 
for the government of the republic of Cuba. The senior officer, Oapt. 
P. F. Harrington, stated that if some other ship with a heavier battery 
could be made available, this vessel would not be sent on the expedi- 
tion, as he recognized the dangers that might be incurred. Special 
instructions were received to let nothing interfere with the primary 
object of the expedition, as any side issue might defeat the object in 
view. He was very solicitous about the safety of the ship in the enemy's 
waters, alone and about 30lt miles distant from our forces oil" Havana, 
aud was insistent that no prizes should be taken until atter the pas- 
sengers should be lauded, as to care for them would weaken the ship's 
lighting force. 

No other vessel with a stronger battery being available, the HamiUnn 
was selected for the work of landing the Cubans. They were taken on 
board late in the afternoon of the 3d, and a start was made for a point 
300 miles east of Havana. By running well to the northward of the 
coast line during the day, it was thought that the enemy's scouts might 
be avoided, aud this was advisable, as the mission was to land the men 
as speedily and quietly as possible. 

Shortly before midnight of the 4th a hermaphrodite brig was sighted, 
standing %o the westward through old Bahama Channel. She was 
showing no lights, and Ipoked like a Spanish vessel, but bearing in 
mind the instructions received relative to not taking pri7.es until after 
the passengers should have been landed, 1 proceeded eastward, hoping 
to overtake the brig on the return voyage. 
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By midnight of t3ie4th LobosOay was readied. 15eingEuglisli t«rri- 
tory, and the light keeper being an Eiiglu^hman, it waa thought lie miglit 
be able to give some inform!) tion as to the location of the Spanish foi-ces 
in those waters. An officer was sent ashore with the two Cubans, and 
it was learned that none of the enemy's vesaels had been seen for several 
days. The course to the eastwardwas then continued, and early on the 
morning of the 5th tiie contemplated landing place was reached, on the 
eastern part of Cay Romano. Here a signal was made from the ship in 
order to attract the attention of the inhabitants, and in a few moments 
two small boats were seen pntting ont from the shore. They proved to 
be friends to the Cnban caase, and oftfered their services in condneting 
the two passengers to the headquarters of the government. As tliey 
stated that a body of Spaniards was quartered about 6 miles to the east- 
ward, the landing had to be cautiously made, hut was accomplished 
successfully, and this duty having been safely performed the ship was 
headed back for Key West. 

On the afternoon of the 5th, while steaming to the westward througii 
St. Nicholas Channel, signals were exchanged with one of the ships of 
the North Atlantic Squadron, which was standing to the eastward. A 
little later the Moiitjimiierp was met with a prize in tow, which proved to 
be the Spanish brig Fras<}iiito, the one passed near I>obos Cay, which 
would have been captured by this ship had not the Montgomery, coming 
from the opposite direction, talien her a few hours earlier. The com- 
manding officer of the Montgomery requested me to put some men on 
board to increase the prize crew and take the brig in tow for Key West. 
I agreed to do this; put three seaman on board, and towed the prize to 
Key West, delivering it to the senior officer present early on the morning 
of the i>th. 

Aftercleaningtfnesandconnections, andcoalingandwateringship, she 
was reported ready for sea again on the 11th, and on the afternonii of 
the lOth orders were received to jiroceed to sea and report for duty to 
the senior oflicer of the blockading fleet oil' Havana, I left ]iort imme- 
diately, and on themorningof the 17th reported to Commodore Watson, 
on the Dolphin, receiving instructions from him as to station and the 
signals agreed on. The eastern (inshore) end of the line of blockade 
was assigned to this vessel, and it has been maintained with uiLceasing 
vigilance. 

On the morning of the 2M the North Atlantic Squadron again pro- 
ceeded to the eastward, taking the greater partof the blockading force, 
and the next day the ]>olp!iiii went to the eastward, leaving the block- 
ade to be enforced by the Manning, Manf/rovr, Woodbury, and the 
Hamilton. These ships maintained the blockade until the 27th, when 
the Maple joined the force, and the Wondhury was sent to Key West. 
On the 28tli the Nashville and the Windom were added to this fleet. 

It may be noticed that from the '2'SA to the -7th the three cutters 
formed the main part of the blockading force oil' Havana, an important 
and somewhat hazardous duty, and the fleet is now composed of one 
gunboat, two lighthouse tenders, aud three cutters. 
Eespect fully, yours, 

W. D. ROATH, 
Captain, U. S. R. C. S. 
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C". S. S. Hamili'un, 
Oil BlockaiJe beticvcn MaHel anrl B<iliia Hondii, Cuba, June 30, 180S, 
Tlie Secketaey of the Treasury, 

Washinifton, 1). G, 

Sib: Following the iustructions contained in Departnient letter of 
May 19, 1898, 1 have the honor to niake the following report of the 
duties performed by this ship; 

My previous rejwrt closed on May 29, the ship being then on block- 
ade off Havana. This duty was continued until the niglit of Jime 5, 
when, the coal supply having been almost consumed and the steins to 
the feed-pump valves being broken, the vessel was ordered to Key 
West for coal and repairs, having performed twenty-one days wmtin- 
nous duty on the Havana blockade. 

Key West was reached on the morning of the 0th, and repairs were 
immediately begun. The boiler was cleaned, supplies were taken on 
board, and the repairs were completed by tiie i;ith, when the ship was 
re|torted ready for sea, and orders were received to report to the senior 
othiser of the blockading force off' Havana. The mad for the ships on 
blockade was taken on board and 1 proceeded to sea on the afternoon 
of the 13th. On reaching the outer buoy a signal was received from 
the battleship Indiana, at anchor outside of the reet^ to "ascertain the 
character of the strange vessels, where from, where bound," etc., 
referring to a steamer and schooner in the ofting. These vessels were 
overhauled and found to be an English steamer bound to New Orleans 
and an American sohooner bound to Tamjta. These facts were reported 
to the Indiana, and the course tbr Havana was resuine<i. 

On the morning of the 14th I reported to Commodore Wataou, and 
received instructions to deliver dispatches and mail to the ships off 
Havana and then to proceed to bionkade duty between Mariel and 
I^ahia Kouda, including the intermediate port of Oabanas. The com- 
missions having beeTi carried out, thin station was reached on the 
afternoon of the 14th. 

On the monung of the isth, when a short distance west of Bahia 
Honda, a small boat was seen putting out from shore, and the ship 
was headed in for it. As the water was shoaling, the cutter was 
lowered and manned and sent in charge of Lieutenant Ballingerto 
communicate with the shore boat. On going alongside the men in it 
were fbund to be Oubans. and as they wished to confer with the com- 
manding officer, both boats pulled out to ship. Three Cuban oiHcers 
and nine men were in the shore boat, and the officers stated that they 
had dispatches from the insurgent leader, (ieneral I>iaz, tor General 
Miles and the officer commanding the blockade force off Havana. 
They had been waiting for an opportunity to deliver these dispatches 
since May V2, bat could not attract the attention of any of our ships by 
signal, and had been unable to procure a boat until the previous night, 
when one was captured from the Spanish. The officers were Lieut. 
Ool. Augusto Amao, Maj. Donate Soto, and Lieut. Felix Lopez. Their 
Information being of sufiicient importance for immediate communication 
with Comnifidore Watson, the Cuban officers and a servant were taken 
on board and conveyed to the flagship Montfiomeii/, wiiere Colonel 
Arano made known his mission and requested transportation to Key 
West, that he might be enabled to communicate in person witli General 
Miles. The request was granted, and I was instructed to transfer the 
officers to the Woodburp, as she would be the next vessel to go to Key 
West. Two hours later they were pnt on board of the M'ooiJtiiirii and 
this vessel returned to her station. 

., _nOOglC 
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No further iiKMent of note occurred until tlie 21st iustaiit, when it 
was thought advisfible to van near enough to Mariel to look into the 
harbor aad ascertain whether there were any gunboats or other craft 
harboring there. When within 4 or 5 miles of the entrance the ship 
was stopped and a good view of the harbor was obtained. While lying 
there and making these observatiou8 the fort opened fire and sent tliree 
shots at U8, all of wliicb fell short. The fire was not returned, as the 
orders received do not embrace a bombardment at this time. Only one 
vessel, a two masted si^hooner, was discovered at Mariel. 

It was contemplated having two ships on this station, covering 3() 
milts of coast line, but up to the present time this vessel has maintained 
the blockade alone, 

Eespectfully, yonrs, 

W. 1). EOATO, 

C(ii>U(in, R. v. *'. 

IT. S. 8. Hamilton, 
Oit Havana Blockade, Cuba, Jtili/ 31, lf<!tK 
The Secretary of tiik Tkeasuky, 

Washington, J). C. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following reiwrt of the duty per- 
formed by this ship during the month of July, my last report having 
closed on Jnne 3(i, on which date I was ordered to Key West for 
su))plies of coal, water, and provisions : 

Together witli this report is transmitted a rough tracing of the coawt 
east of Havana, giving the positions of the batteries overlooking the 
sea from Morro Castle for a distance of 8 or 9 miles, so tliat a proper 
idea may be formed of the position of this vessel in relation to the forti- 
fications. The station assigned to the ship is inside of the W. by S. 
line from Morro Castle, and, as will be observed, most frequently within 
a ijuarter of a mile of the shore. 

While awaiting supplies at Key West the dynamo was taken on 
board and put in place. Owing to some difticnlty in obtaining water 
for the boiler, it was not until the morning of the 12th instant that the 
vessel left for the blocka<le, after taking on board the mail for the fleet 
oil' Havana. Having reported to the senior officer, orders were received 
to take position on the eastern inshore station for the night, and to 
deliver the mail to the ships present the nest day. This was done, and 
orders were then received to proceed to Cardenas at daybreak of the 
14th with mail for the UncoK, Ilndnon, and Pompei/, and learn what coal 
supply remained on the last-nameil vessel. The trip to Cardenas was 
made, the mails delivered, the information obtained, and the ship 
returned to the station that night. A report was made U) the senior 
officer the next morning. 

On the Kith I received inl'orniation from the fiitgahi]) that some Span- 
ish deserters had reported that two 11-inch guns had beeti mounted east 
of Cojima. overlooking this station, but it did not aH'ect the ship's 
location and her position was maintainecl. 

On the morning of the 21 st a company of infantry was detected near 
the old blockhouse tower making evideut preparations for tiring on us. 
The ship was hauled oft' shore for a short distance out of rifle range, 
but constant vigilance has been required to keep just out of range and 
yet retain the position assigned. This watchfulness is all the more 
necessary becanse of the character of the shore line, as the enemy could , 
with ease fire upon the ship from behind the hillocks without detection. 
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At 8:35 p. m. oil tlie 31st a brigbt green light was seen in the direc- 
tion of the harbor entrance, followed by the search light on Morro 
Oastle being brought into play. The vessel was headed to the west- 
ward, and the green light was again seen, together with signals from 
the fort, I continued to the westward, but nothing more was obaerved, 
and no further demonstration being made retnrued to station. Two 
days later 1 was informed that the green lights were displayed because 
of a torpedo-boat feint against the Vielcahur<i, on the west side of the 
blockade, but the enemy returnetl to harbor without making an 
attack. 

On Saturday, the 2yd, the Windom steamed alongside, and trans- 
ferred the electrician to this vessel for the purpose of installing the 
electric plant. 

On the 26th orders came from Commodore Howell directing me to 
make an investigation of the shore batteries east of Morro Castle from 
such positions as would not. draw the enemy's fire, plot their locations 
on a chart, and report the results to him. Steaming to the westward, 
the batteries and fortifications were located as accurately as possible 
and plotted for the use of the flagship. On the moniing of the 2Tth 
this inforniatiou was given to the flag officer, who caused the newly 
located defenses to be i>laced on his charts. The location of a snug 
cove with smooth beach was included in this data as a good place for 
landing troops. 

Nothing further of note occurred up to the 31st, when the ship was 
ordered to Key West for supplies and rejiairs to our broken rudder. 
Itespectfully, yours, 

W. I>. 1!0ATH, 

CapUin, K. C. 8. 

IT. S. S. Hamilton, 
United States N^avy-Yard, Norfoll; Va., Angnst 20, 1898. 
Tlie Sbchhtaet of the Trbasubt, 

Wasliiugton, V, C, 

Sir: As stated in my report ending July 31, this ship started to Key 
West on that date with a broken rudder. She reached there in satety 
on the morning of August 1. 

Tte repairs to the rudder were begun at once and were completed 
on the nth. On the 10th, having coaled ship and taken on board the 
mail for the fleet olf Havana, I sailed again for the blockade. The 
senior officer's ship was reached on the morning of the 11th, and after 
tiie mails were delivered orders were received to take station again on 
the east wing of the blockading force. It may be stated here that this 
ship was relieved on her statiou before going to Key West by the con- 
verted yacht Oneida, which was fired on a few days later by the company 
of iufiintry mentioned in my former report as being on the alert to flre 
on us. Fortunately no injury was done to either the men or the ship. 

On the afternoon of the 11th a signal was remved to report on board 
of the flagship San Francisco. Dispatches had been received by Com- 
modore Howell stating that Oaptain-General Blanco would probably 
attempt to esca])e from Havana, and commanding officers were directed 
to exercise all vigilance to prevent this flight. I received orders to 
steam within 3 miles of the batteries during the night, i>eading out 
during the daytime. This position was maintained during the night, 
and at daybreak the next morning, the 12th, the flagship and the Ham- 
' UloH were about 3 miles oft' the Morro batteries, the Hamilton being 

_, ic 



39 

about 800 yards west of the flagship aiid nearer the shore. As it 
gradually grew lighter the shore batteries suddenly opened on us, tiring 
from fifteen to twenty heavy shell. The San Francinco had jost headed 
out, but before she could get out of range a shell burst near her stem 
and a fragment tore into one of the plates below the rail. No attempt 
was made to return the fire, and we soon ran out of range, my com- 
mand suffering no damage from the fuailade. A little later in the day 
the order was modified as to distance from the batteries at night. 

On the morning of the 13th signals were received from the flsigship 
to "come within hail" and "send a boat alongside." A boat was sent 
alongside, and oi-ders were received to carry some dispatches to the 
Oastine and Fish Hauk and then proceed to Key "West, a cessation of 
hostilities having been declared. The dispatches were delivered, and 
nt 12.50 p. m. the course was set tor Key West. Two hours later a 
vessel was sighted to thewestward, making signals of distress. Steam- 
ing over to her, she was found to be the Oneiilii, from Key West for the 
blockade, with dispatches lor the commodore. Her boiler was disabled 
and she was drifting helplesslyiu the seaway. Uercommandingoflicer 
came on board and I ofl'ered him any assistance he needed. In the 
mean time the Fish ffan-lc was sighted, and 1 signaled for her to come 
within hail. When she reached the scene, it was agreed that this vessel 
would tow the Oneida to Key West and the Fish Eawk would take the 
dispatches for the commodore. The Oneida was taken in tow, and the 
next morning, the 14th, was anchored safely in Key West Harbor. 

I reported immediately to the commandant of the naval base, as 
directed, and wan given orders to go to Norfolk and report to the 
commandant of the navy-yard. At 2 o'clock in the afternoon I started 
for Norfolk, putting in at Charleston on the 17th. 

On the morning of the ISth the course to Norfolk was resumed, and 
at 10.20 a, m. today the ship was made fast at the navy-yard, the 
stop at Charleston having materially aided in preventing a quarantine 
here- 

llespectfully, yours, W. I). Koatii, 

Captain, K. C. S. 

TJ. S. S. JtORRILL, 

Kei/ West, Fla., May :>3, 1898. 
The Sbcrktaet of the Tbeastjey, 

Waskingtoii, IJ. C, 

Sir: In obedience to Department letter of May 19,] respectfully 
submit the following report: 

The Morrill has been under iire from the batteries protecting the 
harbor of Havana on two occasions. 

At 5.i5 p. m. on May 6, the Morrill being at the east end of her 
station, about 4 miles from Morro Uastle, three shots were flred at 
her from the Cojima battery. One shot fell about 100 yards short of 
the vessel and the other two were 500 or 000 yards short. No reply 
was made by the Morrill, and the duty of patrolling station was con- 
tinued without further incident. 

At 7 a. m, on the morning of May 7 made out a small schooner 
bearing WSW,. and signaled fiict to senior officer present on the 
U, S, S. May^ftonrfir. At 7.;J0 signal seen and answered. Then sig- 
naled: "May I chase?" At 7.40 signal answered, and the Morrill 
was ordered to come within hail of the Mayjloicer, Keceived verbal 
order from senior officer present to give chase and capture the 
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schooner if possible before she reached the protection of the shore 
batteries. Went aViead for Rchooner full speed and called "all hands 
to general quarters." U. S. 8. Vicksburg also in chase. At 8.10 Vicls- 
burg flred shot to heave schooner to and followed it up by two more 
shells across schooner's bow. Schooner hauled down jib and fore 
staysail, bnt still making headway toward shore batteries. At 8.20 
shore batteries opened lire on the Viclcsbxrg and Morrill. The first 
shot passed over the MorrilPs forward deck. The second shot passed 
over the engine room and burst about 20 feet from the vessel on the 
offshore side, tilling the engine room with smoke. Six shots (probably 
8-ineh) were flred at the Morrill, all of them being very close, one 
shrapnel bullet striking forward part of deck house, 

"When the shore batteries opened fire the schooner hoisted her jib 
and gathered full speed inshore. Fired one shot at her from forward 
4-inch gun, striking close to her bow. Then hauled offshore to run 
out of range of shore batteries, and fired three shells from after 4-inch 
gun, all striking in line with schooner, bnt somewhat short. At 8.40 
we were out of range, or at least they ceased firing, consetiuently we 
were under the enemy's fire lor a period of twenty minutes. When 
the firing began we were about 3 miles from the shore. So casualties 
occurred on board this vessel. The schoonei' .stood in under the batter- 
ies and into Havana Harbor. The Morrill resumed the patrol of her 
station on blockade. 

Respectfully, yours, H. D. SiiiTii, 

Capto/n, V. S. R. (J. S., (.'ommnndmij Morrill. 



U. 8. 8. Morrill, 

Xor/olk, Va., AiKji/M 34,1808. 

The 8KCRETARY OF TUB TEBASrEY, 

\Vaiiliingtoii, J). C. 

8iR: I have the honor to submit, as directed, the following synopsis 
of the operations of the U. S. S. Morrill, taken from the journal for the 
months of May, June, >luly, and August, 1898, while in cooperation 
with the United States Xavy: 

April 2.1, left Norfolk Xavy-Yard, a<lju8ted compasses in Hampton 
Koads, and proceeded to Lynnhaven lloads. Anchored in Lynnhaven 
Roads on account of threatening weather. 

April 24, sailed from Lynnhaven Roads for Key "West. 

April 2.5, heavy weather off Cape Hatteras; anchored nniler Cape 
Lookout for the night. 

April 27, arrived in Charleston, S. C. 

April 29, sailed from Charleston, S. (.. 

May 1, arrived at Key West. 

May 2, carried dispatches and supplies to tiagahip Xnr York and 
fleet at anchor outside bar, Key West, and continued this duty until 
May 4. 

May 4, coaled ship, and at C.30 p.m. sailed to join blockading fleet 
ofl' Havana. 

May 5, assigned to station 5 miles to the westward of Havana entrance. 

May 6, fired upon by Cojima batteries; shots all short. 

May 7, in company with U. S, S. Vickslmri; chased a Spanish schooner 
in under Santa Clara battery, and was fired upon by the Santa Clara 
battery; shots came very close; under fire about twenty minutes; no 
casualties; fragment of shell struck under bridge; schooner escaped , 
V: "■'-■'' -. ^nOOglC 
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iuto Havana Harbor. Ticltithurg and MorrtJI hauled otf shore out of 
range; Afternoon chased a schooner to the westwiird, in company with 
the U. a. S. Newport. Captured schooner and took her iu tow to the 
senior officer, who ordered Morrill to tow prize to Key West. 

May 8, arrived with prize in Key West. 

May 10, returned to station on Havana blockade. Patrolled station 
until May IS. 

May 18, received orders from Commodore Watson, TJ. S. N., to i»ro- 
ceed to Fortress Monroe and report by letter to Admiral Erben. Sailed 
for Key West. 

May 19, arrived at Key West and received orders from Commodore 
Eemey, U, S. N., revoking orders of previous day. Blew down boiler 
and began cleaning it. 

May 27, received orders from Commodore Eemey, U. 8. N., to pro- 
ceed to Tampa, Fla., and relieve the U. S. S. Hcletm, on guard duty to 
army transports at that place. Sailed at 0.30 p. m. 

May 28, arrived at Port Tampa, and relieved the TJ, S. S. Helena. 

May 30, commanding officer paid official call on Major-General Shaf- 
ter, commanding United States Army forces at Tampa. 

June I , convoy fleet for transports came into Port Tampa. 

June 9, transports ready to sail, but orders received from Washing- 
ton telling commanding general to keep fast everything, as three Sjiaii- 
ish war vessels were reported to be within six hours' sail of Port 
Tampa. Patrolled Gulf of Mexico from Egmont Key, 40 miles to 
northward, looking for hostile vessels, 

June 10, continued patrol outside of Egmont Key and to the north- 
ward. ~ 

June 11, steamed back to Port Tampa and resumed guard duty. 

June 14, proceeded to Egmont Key and anchored. Transports and 
convoy fleet sailed at 4 p. m. lieceived messages from Captain Hunker, 
U. S.N., commanding Annapolis, to send to Washington from Port 
Tampa, and ordered to proceed to that place and resume guard duty. 

June 15, ran down channel and pulled on U. S, S. Hcnoliite, which was 
aground in lower cut. Failed to get her oft', but she floated during 
high water at night. 

June 10, returned to Port Tampa and coDtinued guard duty there. 

June 20, swung ship in Tampa Bay and readjusted compasses. 

June 26, towed U. 9. S. Chase down Tampa Bay and out to sea. 

June 27, had target practice oft' Egmont Key. 

June 28, returned to Port Tampa and remained tliere on guard duty 
until July 31, with occasional visits to Ht. Petersburg, Fla., for wat«r 
and supplies. 

July 31, received orders from Commodore Reuiey, U, S. !N., directing 
that this vessel afford protection and transportation for Assistant Pay- 
master Hall. U. S. X., with a sum of Government money. Paymaster 
Hall reported on board. 

August 1, money arrived and brought on board by Paymaster Hall. 
Steamed down Tampa Hay and anchored under Egmont Key. Weather 
ugly and threatening. 

August 2, at 5 a. m., blowing a strong gale; anchored on a lee shore. 
Under way and succeede<l in making a less exposed anchorage under 
shoal off Piney Point, Tampa. Riding out hurricane. 

August 3, under way and making passage to Key West in obedience 
to orders. 

August 4, arrived at Key West, and commanding officer reported to 
Commodore Eemey, U. S. N. Paymaster Hall left the vessel. ^ 
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August ;■», diver begau work of cleauiug bottom, 

August 9, diver fiuished work of cleaniug bottom. 

August 10, coaling ship, and making ready for blockade duty. 

August 11, commanding officer reported to Commodore llemey, U. S. 
N., that vessel was ready lor sea. Received orders to proceed to Matau- 
/.as, Cuba, for blockade duty, as the Spanish Steamer Montserrat was 
iiithat port, and that the utmost vigilance was to be exercised to pre- 
vent her escape. Sailed at 9.15 a. in, 

August 12, laying oft' port of Matanzas, under slow speed, on 
blockade duty. At a. m. commanding otBcer reported on board the 
U, S. S. Maehias, and received orders to cruise between Sabiuilla Point 
bearing S. by W. (mag.) and SW, by W. (mag.). 

August 13, on blockade duty oft' Matanz;is. At 5.'iO p. m., received 
orders from the senior ofticer that, as there had been a cessation of 
hostilities, the Morrill would in; ofl' Matanzas until farther orders, but 
not to prevent the ingress or egress of any vessel, making a note of any 
vessel entering or departing. 

August 14, at daylight XT. S. S. Yieksburg in sight, and signaled for 
Morrill "to come within hail." Eeceivedorders to proceed to Key West 
immediately. Commanding officer reported to Commodore Kemey, 
U. S. N., upon arrival at Key West, and received orders to proceed to 
Norfolk, Va. Commanding offtcer of the U. S. torpedo boat Ericsson 
requested that Morrill tow the Ericsson north to Hampton Hoads. 
Keceived permission to proceed to sea with Ericsson in tow, and at 7.15 
p. 111. left the harbor of Key West. 

August 17, arrived at Charleston, S. C. 

August 18, coaled sinp aud sailed for Norfolk with Kricsson in tow, 
at 5,50 p. m. 

August 20, Ericsson east oft' towline at G.45 p. in. oft' Cape Henry. 
Morrill steamed into anchorage in Lynnhaveu Eoads, coming to at 7.30 
p. m. 

August 21, steamed to Hampton lioads, and, after passing quaran- 
tine, both national aud State, on to Norfolk Navy-Yard, arriving there 
at 5.35 p. m. Commanding ofticer reported to commandant and 
received orders to keep vessel in readiness upon short notice until fur- 
ther orders. 

Respectfully submitted. 

H. D. Smith, 
Cajtiaia, U. S. li. C. 8., Commanding. 



' IJ, s. S. Wooom^RY, 

Key West, Fla.., Auijiist 15, 1898. 
The SBflBETAEV OF THE TBEASUBY, 

Wutiliington, D. C. 
Sir : In compliance with Department order, dated May 19, 1898, which 
directs that I submit a full detailed report of the movements and part 
taken by my eonuuand in all engagements with the enemy or in the per- 
formance of extra hazardous duty, etc., I will respectfully submit the 
following : 

The Woodburi/, after being fitted out as an auxiliary cruiser at the 
navy-yard at Norfolk, Va., her old guns being removed and a battery, 
consisting of one ti-pouuder, six 3-pounders, all rapid tire guns, and one 
Colt automatic 6-millimeter gun, erected in position and being amply 
supplied with ammunition and small arms, sailed from that port at 
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4.35 p. m. of April 30, 1S!)8, under orders from the honorable Secretary 
of the Navy to proceed to Key West, Fla., and report to the commander 
in chief of the North Atlantic Fleet, and anchored at 8.S5 p. ra. of that 
date in the lower part of the Chesapeake Bay for the purpose of swing- 
ing ship to as(!ertain compass errors and to complete the organization 
of the ship's company. 

May 1, completed the adjustment of the compasses and had a length- 
ened exercise at general quarters and target practice, using subcaliber 
ammunition. All things being in readiness for battle, proceeded to sea, 
passing Cai>e Henry at 7.20 p. m., and steamed to tlie southward. 

May 2, (jt«amiug to the southward, during the day exercised gun 
divisions with rapid-fire guns and revolvers. 

May 3, steaming to the southward, drilled the gnn divisions in a. m,, 
and in p. ni. launched a target and drilled at general quarters, firing 
service aramunition at the target at ranges varying from 500 to 1,000 
yards. The guns proved to be well mounted and the ainniunition good, 
but we failed to destroy the target until rammed with the vessel. 
Steamed into Charleston harbor and anchored at 8.10 p. m. 

May 4, at Charleston took on board 24 tons of coal and 1,000 gallons 
of fresh water, shipped one seaman and one lireman, ami at 1,30 p. m, 
sailed for Key West, Fla. 

May 5, steaming to the southward, drilled the crew at quarters and 
the signal men at signals. 

May 6, steaming to the southward close to the Florida coast, and 
drilling the crew. As the vessel proceeds into warmer latitudes it 
becomes evident that the ventilation of the flre room is not sufficient. 

May 7, steaming to the southward and drilling the crew. At 7,15 
p. m. anchored off Key West and reported to Commodore (leorge C. 
Kemey, United States Navy, the senior otHcer present; deficiencies in 
lire-room ventilation were reported and the commodore ordered the 
necessary repairs. 

From May 8 to 16th in Key West. IJuring this interval the flre-room 
ventilators were lengthened and the crew were drilled at all battle 
duties from the commencement of action to abandonment. On the 
latter date received oiders to report to the senior officer off Havana 
tbr duty on the blockade, and at 4.30 p. m. sailed from Key West on 
that duty. 

May 17, arrived in the blockading fleet otf Havana and reported to 
Commodore John C Watson for duty. The duties and system of the 
blockade were explained to me and the vessel was assigned to station 
4 east, with the Moro light bearing southwest. The sea off the Cuban 
coast, though not rough, was found to be sufficient to prove the Wood- 
bury to be a very unsteady gun platform. 

From May 17 to 24 we kept our station on the blockade withont inci- 
dent other than those usual to a blo(;kading vessel. At midnight of 
the 25th, it being very dark, we were flred on by a vessel, which after- 
wards jtroved to be the Hamilton. The entire company responded to the 
call to quarters with an alacrity that convinced me that not one would 
falter should an emergency arise — a very gratifying assurance to the 
commanding officer. The Hamilton afterwards explained that the Wood- 
h'iry was thought to be a torpedo boat. To her credit I will say that the 
first intimation we had of her presence in our vicinity was in the form 
of two 6-pounder shots, which shows that her lookouts were vigilant. 

On May25 the blockading fleet off Havana consisted of the il/ani/rore, 
Manning, Hamilton, Uaick, and Woodhiiri/. At 4.15 p. m. of that date 
an armed vessel of considerable weight was sighted leaving Hava 
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Harbor. 'I'lie Wontlhuri/ with tlie rest of tlie blocking fleet, except Man- 
ning, steamed at full speed to the Mangrove, the senior officer's vessel. 
It was my belief that the stranger was a Spanish man-of-war and that 
it was her intention to try and escape without an action, if possible. The 
Manning made tor the stranger, goinp: at a speed of 17 or more knots, 
nntil she made out the colors to be German, when she returned, and the 
veHsels resumetl their stations. The Manning'n beautiful and fearless 
rush at the stranger was, to pnt it mildly, exhilarating, and I can never 
forget the feeling of pride I had in flag and ship as she charged at the 
stranger easily five times her superior. My own company responded 
promptly and in a manner that again assured me that they were willing 
to do battle with the enemy regardless of his power. 

May 25 to 27, on Havana blockade. On the last date was directed 
by the senior officer to receive on board two Americans that had been 
prisoners in Spanish hands and that day exchanged under a flag of 
truce off Havana, and transport them to Key West. At 2.25 p. m. the 
exchanged prisoners — the first of the war, Messrs. Thrall and Jones, 
correspondents of the New York World — were bronght on board, and 
we sailed for Key West, anchoring off that port at 11 p. m. Thus the 
Woodbury had the distinction of bringing back the first prisoners of 
the war who were exchanged. 

May 28, steamed into Key West Harbor, and after being inspected by 
the quarantine oflicer we landed our passengers, by permission of the 
commander in chief, and then coaled ship. 

May 30, received orders to report to the senior officer off Havana, and 
sailed at h.35 p. m. on that duty. 

May 31, arrived in the blockading fleet ntler daylight and reported 
for duty to Commodore Watson and was assigned to station 4, west 
Morro light, to bear SB. 6 to 8 miles. This position was maintained until 
June 10, during which time the blockading fleet was considerably 
increiised, a formation was inaugurated to lesist attack from without 
or within, the fleet for that purpose to form in three divisions, with a 
senior officer for each division. On June 10 at 10.50 a. m. four armed 
Spanish vessels (fame out of Havana harbor and formed line abreast to 
the eastward of Morro and well under the guns of the batteries, with 
an evident intention of trying to bring on an engagement. The Wood- 
hvrg was placed in her position in the western division and the crew 
assembled for battle, but the enemy's ships retired without a shot 
being flred on either side, and the fleet resumed their stations. 

Nothing of importance transpired until the 15th, when by order of 
Commodore Watson, we received on board from Hamilton fonr Cubans — 
Colonel Armas, Major Soto, of the Cuban army. Felix Lopez, pilot, and 
Diego LopCK, a servant — tbr passage to Key West. We resumed onr 
blockading station for the night, and the nest day, Ifith, at 8.45 a. m., 
after receiving the mail from the fleet, s;uled for Key West, where we 
anchored at 4.40 p. m. After pratique was granted, the Cubans weie, 
by authority of Commodore llemey, landed. 

During this last cruise the thrust collar on the main shaft worked 
loose, causing a bad thump in the engine, bnt not considered bud enough 
to oblige the vessel to leave her station while the fuel should last. Upon 
our return to Key West the matter was reported to Commodore Keniey 
and a survey was ordered to determine the amount of repairs. Consid- 
erable delay was met with in making these repairs, which were made 
under the direction of the chief engineer of the naval base, and the 
vessel remained in Key West from this cause until July 12, when we 
again left under orders for the Havana blockade, at 5 p. m,, carrying 
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the mail for tbe ileet. Tliat ui}>:ht a Laud-bolii t;asket on the boiler 
blew out, wliicli necessitated tbe lianling out of tlie fires, ;iiKi it was li.io 
p. 1(1. of the iiest day, 13th, when we were again able to proceed under 
steam. 

July 14, arrived in the blockading fleet and was assigiieil to station 
8 west Morro light, bearing east 10 miles. We kept this station until 
morning of the lUth, when the senior officer ordered us to take station 
between San Mariel and the western vessel of the blot;kading fleet. t)n 
the 33d our station was changed to keep close inshore and about 10 
to 12 miles west of Morro. At 5.35 p.m. sighted a steamer to the west- 
ward, and in company with the Windom came up with her in about iui 
boar. She proved to be the American steamer ^yanderer, with a filibus- 
tering party on board, and under charge of Lieutenant Hoard of ttie 
T'nited States Army. She Inid been driven off by Spanish troops, and 
some of her party were wounded. Sent the surgeon on boai^, who 
treated six of the wounded, and at !) p. m, returned to our ata:tiou. 

.July 26, was ordered to relieve the Marietta ou her station olf Bahia 
Honda, and at 8 a. m. relieved that vessel, the Woodbury being the 
only vessel at this point. 

July 28, in a<»!ordauce with instructions, left Bahia Uonda and 
reported to Commodore Howell ou the San Francisco, who directed us 
to take the mail from the fleet and proceed to Key West. Gunner 
Cobb, of the United States Navy, was sent on board from the tlagship 
for passage to Key West; 'J.30 a. ni. aljead to the northward, and at 
6.10 p. m. anchored at Key West. 

We remained in Key West cleaning boiler until August 1, when we 
again left, at 7 p. ni., for the blockade. 

August 2, reported to Conimodore Howell and was assigned to sta- 
tion 2, east Morro light bearing SSW. to 8 miles- 
August 4, by direction of the senior ofticer, received Lieutenant 
Peters, U. S. N., of the BaUner, on board and took him in toward 
Havana under a flag of truce, the object being to dis])Ose of some 
Spanish soldiers that bad been captured by the Jiadi/er while under a 
Red Cross flag, and which it was the intention to return to the Spanish 
authorities. The Spanish accepted their return, and we were vari- 
ously engaged on this business until 11 p. m., when we returned to 
our station, Nothing unusual occurred until August 11, when we were 
ordered to keep close up to the Morro during the night, as it was 
expected that the Spanish Captain- General Blanco would attempt to 
escape. At 5.05 a. m. the next day, 12th, being less than one- half mile 
from the flagship, the batteries near Morro opened. Some 10 or 12 
heavy shots were fired, one of which struck the San Francisco, but 
luckily we got out of range without being struck. 

August 13, this day the blockade was raised. At 10 a. m. received 
orders to take the mail to tbe senior officer ofl' Matanzas and then pro- 
ceed to Key West and report to Commodore Kemey, tbe commandant of 
the naval base. , The mail was delivered to tbe Castine at 4.45 p. m., 
and we sailed for Key West, arriving ott" the bar and anchoring at 3.15 
a. m. of the 14th. 

August 15, a. m., commenced coaling ship, and iu the p. m. I 
received a telegram granting me sick leave and I turned the command 
over to First Lieut. Worth G. lloss, E, 0. S, 
llespectfully, yours, 

H. B. lioaEKS, 
Captain, R. 0. S., Commanding U. S. S. Woodbury during the period 

covered in this report. 
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U. S. S. Woodbury, 
Norfolk N'ary- Yard, Va., September 3, 1898. 
The Secbetart of the Teeasuev, 

Waskinton, D. C. 
Sir: For the benefit of the Department record conceruiHg tlie part 
taken by tbe Revenue-Cutter Service in the Spanish war I desire to 
call attention to an incident which bronght this veasel under fire just 
betbre she was withdrawn from the Havana blockade. 

On August 11, 1898, the station of the WooiJbury was to the east- 
ward and next to the U. 8. flagship San Franctxco. We had orders 
to approach Moito that night as close as 3 miles, for reasons indi- 
cated by the commodore commanding. Previous to that time 4 miles 
was the minimum limit. 

At about 5 o'clock in the morning of August 12, jnst at the break of 
day, while the Woodbury was bending toward the Morro, with the San 
Franeinco less than half a mile inshore on starboard bow, the Spanish 
batteries opened Are. Two of the shells were seen to pass over the 
Woodbury. One shell, which I observed myself, fell near the vessel on 
port beam, and sent up a large column of w.iter as it struck the sea. 
Most of them fell close to the San Franctseo, and she was hit by one, 
at least, and narrowly escaped serious injury. As t-oon as possible that 
veasel aiid the Woodbiiry steamed out of range. 

This occurence gains interest from the fact that these were the last 
guns fired from the Morro batteries before the close of the war, the block- 
ade being raised the next day (August VA). 
Kespec.t fully, youi's, 

Worth G. Boss, 
Fimt Lieutenant^ R. C. S., Temporarili/ Commanding. 



U. S. S. McLanb, 
I'ort Tampa, Fla., Sfptember 20, 1898. 
The Secrbtarv of the Navy, 

Nary Department, Wasltinflton, D. C. 

Sib: As no blank forms were furnished me on which to make peri- 
odical reports of the services performed by the vessel under my com- 
mand during her recent employment in cooperation with the Navy, I 
have the honor to submit the following report concerning the duty 
assigned her and the manner in which it was performed. The report, 
though covering a long period, will necessarily be brief, for while our 
work was exacting, trying, and, owing to the excessive heat and the 
great number of mosquitoes, wearing on officers and crew alike, it was 
monotonous iu the extreme, and entirely devoid of exciting incidents. 
But, in justice to all on board, f deem it my duty to place on record 
the fact that we faithfully, conscientiously, and, I hope, satisfactorily 
performed the work allotted in the defense of our countrj'. 

On April Vi last, 1 received, at Key West, Fla., telegraphic orders 
directing me to report my command to Captain {now Rear- Admiral) 
Sampson for duty with his fleet, I reported on board the fiagship New 
York, then lying about 6 miles off Key West, the same day, and was 
directed by the commander in chief to take up anchorage in the harbor 
of Key West, where orders would be sent me the following day. The 
next forenoon I received orders (copy inclosed) to take the official mail 
to Fanta Gorda for transmission north, and then to guard the cables 
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connecting the naval base at Key West with the mainland. A copy of 
the Secretary's instructions to the commander in chief in regard to this 
duty was inclosed for my informatiou and guidance. The McLane left 
her anchorage within ten minat«8 after getting the signal : " Sail when 
ready." But in the meantime I had visited the cable ofiBce and secured 
a chart showing the lines of cables we were to protect. 

It was April 15 when we arrived oft' Sanibel Island, having been 
detained half a day in Charlotte Harbor by heavy weather (the vetisel's 
build made it necessary to avoid high seaa}, where, from my orders as 
well as from my knowledge of the cables and the habits of the Spanish 
fishermen who frequent that part of the coast, I concluded onr principal 
work would be. I at once made a personal inspection of the cable 
crossing on Sanibel Island, and found the cables to be easy of access 
the entire distance — about a i^uarter of a mile — and that they were 
actually exposed at half tide ou the inner or bay beach, and could be 
seen in the shoal water on the outer beach at low tide. There is a small 
test house on each beach, but the cable office is at Puuta Eassa, across 
San Carlos Bay. about 3 miles distant. I also instituted inquiries in 
regard to the number, nationality, and residence of foreign born persons 
on the islands and mainland in tlie immediate vicinity and as far up the 
coast as Charlotte Harbor. 

The necessity for keeping a constant and careful watch over the 
cables on the island and in the shoai watei'^i adjacent thereto was 
apparent, for evilly disposed persons could approach in a small boat 
under cover of darkness and effectually cut off telegraphic communica- 
tion with Key West in a few minutes. The pnncipal danger was from 
Spanish smackmen, and from Spanish sympathizers (if any) in the 
neighborhood; we knew that there were some iishing vessels from 
Havana along the coast. Immediately before the dechiration of war, 
and for a long time after hostilities began, these cables were very val- 
uable to the Government, and it was of the first importance that they 
should not be disturbed. 

An armed gnard was posted on the island, and maintained there 
night and day until August 19th last, with the exception of about teu 
days in July, when we were relieved'by the U. 8. tug Tacoma. Gen- 
erally but one man was on watch during the day while the vessel was 
lying off the island, and from four to six at night when the vessel 
was cruising on her station, and also when away for supplies. 

In carrying out our orders, we made numerous runs to the south- 
ward from Sanibel Island, following the t^able line, going well toward 
Key West at times, but no hostile or suspicious craft were encountered. 
These runs were generally made at night, leaving onr anchorage 
shortly after dark and returning the following day. After the blockad- 
ing of the Spanish fleet in Santiago I did not anth^ipate any danger 
from enemy vessels, nevertheless we cruised occasionally over the line 
to be sure that all was goihg well. We also made frequent visits to 
Punta Bassa to ascertain if the cables were working properly, and for 
mail. 

Our usual anchorage was off the south side of the island, near the 
line of cables, and within signal distance of the test house on the beach. 
A vigilant watch wM always maintained aboard ship, particularly at 
night, for it was then that I feared an attempt by small boats to cut 
the cables in the shoal waters or at their landings. A system of day 
signals was arranged with the cable manager at Punta Kaasa by means 
of which he could call us, when in sight, if anything important should 
occur. Once only did we suspect that any efforts were being made to 
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iiijure tlie cables. Oue morning wlieu tlie iiiglit patrol returued on 
board, tlie men reported that during the mid-watch three shots were 
fired at two men who were acting iu a suspicious manner near the 
cables and refused to answer when challenged. The men disappeared 
in the bushes, and we were unable to learu anything further in regard 
to tbem. The shots were not heard aboard ship, the wind being on 
shore, and the patrol did not sigusil for assistance. 

When hostilities began, we took steps at once to send away all 
Spatiitjb subjects that might be id the vicinity, and to this eud armed 
boats' crews were sent to the settlements on the near-by islands. But 
with one exception the Spanish-born people who had not taken out 
naturali/.ation papers had leiirned of our presence and inquiries, and 
had lelt the neighborhood. The one exception was an old man, many 
years in the United Stittes, with known American sympathies, who was 
temporarily staying on an island about 20 miles from the cables. He 
was notified to leave, which he did promptly. Owing to the shoal 
water around the islands, and to the fact that we have no steam launch, 
most of these boat expeditions were loug and arduous; but the work 
was done in a manner thoroughly satisfactory to me. 

No boats or vessels of any kind were permitted to anchor, or, if 
anchored before we could prevent them, to remain at anchor near the 
line of cables, either in the bay or off shore. 

On the 3d of July the MvLane was relieved, by order of the commander 
of the naval base at Key West, by the U. 8. tug Tticoma, and I was 
ordered to report to the commandant, Commodore (leorge C. Eemey, 
U. S. N., on board the llagship Lancaster. I reported the next forenoon, 
and was directed to transfer a number of my crew to the U. S. ships 
Windo7>i, Woodtiury, and Jlamilton, and then, after getting on board 
some supplies that were in store for us, to proceed to Port Tampa and 
await the arrival of a draft of men to be sent to the MeLane by the 
Treasury Department. I was ordered to resume my duties in guarding 
the cables, relieving the Tticoma as soon as practicable after the reporting 
of the men. We relieved that vessel on the forenoon of the 15th. 

By authority of the commander in chief coal and provisions were to 
be obtained at I'ort Tampa, and I was to use my discretion in going 
there for them. Hot including the time when relieved by the Tacvma 
iu July, we were iu port (at Port Taiu]>a and St. Petersburg) for coal 
and other supplies four times, spending in port in all nine days, includ- 
ing five days in June, when, by permission, the boiler was cleaned, 
painted, and filled with Iresh water; inability to get coal one day and 
heavy weather another day made our stays iu port two days longer than 
they would otherwise have been. We could not get coal and water at 
the same time, as we obtained fresh water at St. Petersburg, 7 miles 
from the coal dock at Port Tampa, and that delayed us on each triji. 
I'ractically, theiefore, we were on duty the entire time. When off our 
station for supplies the guard on Sauibel Island was in charge of a petty 
ollicer. 

The long-continued hot weather, made apparently more excessive by 
frequent calms, with very little change in temperature between day 
and night, became exceedingly enervating and wearing on those accus- 
tomed to a more noithernly climate ; and, to add to the other discomforts, 
mosquitoes were in great numbers and very annoying. These insects 
were so numerous and aggi-esaive that it was almost imjKissible to keep 
the guard on shore at times, and not infrequently the men would 
return to the ship after a night on the beach with hands, face, and feet 
badly swollen from their sting. The night relief watch slept in one of 
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the test houses, whicli we tried to screen and free from mosquitoes, but 
could uot do 8o effectually. It was not every nigUt that we were 
troubled with them aboard ship. 

The anchor watches, entailing as they did ceaseless vigilance on the 
part of the officer of the deck and the various lookouts, were far more 
trying and exhanatiug than duty under vay. While glad to be of 
service ou any station and in any capacity, the coiupai'ative inactivity, 
and the monotony of the duty that fell to our lot (which at the sante time 
required constant alertness), miule each one on board wish for employ- 
ment on the blockade, or for other and more exciting and hazardous 
duties. 

The importance of keeiiing a good lookout was appreciated hy all, 
and it gives me pleasure to testify to the efficient and intelligent man- 
ner in which each officer did his duty. That we were not given more 
active employineut and au opportunity to encounter the graver dangers 
that are incident to a state of war, wivs our misfortune, and a cause of 
regret to us all. We remained in our station oft' Sanibel Island until 
the eveuiug of August 2fi, when a telegraphic order was received diiec- 
ting the McLane to proceed to Port Tampa. 

The following is a list of the officers who served on the McLane dur- 
ing the war : 

Second Lieut. A. J. Henderson, U. S. R. C. S., who served as execu- 
tive offlcer until his detachment on August 1. 

Se»^ond Lieut. A. K. Ilasson, U. S, U. (J. S., navifrator, exeoutive offi- 
cer alter August 1. 

Third Lieut. C. W. (Jairuos, IJ. S. K <;. S. 

Ohief Enginfeer W. PedrhOi, U. S. It. C. S., until his detiu^hmciit ou 
June m 

tjetwiid Asst. Engineer 0. A, Whwier, U. H. 11. 0. S., from April 2.1, 
when he joined the vessel, and who has been in charge of the machin- 
ery since the dchichment of Ciiief I'higineer i'e<lnck. 

i'ilot U. J. Seymour, who has lony; been in the employ of l.he United 
States Eevenne-Outter Service, 
liespectfully, youi-s, 

w. I';. i;.F,YNin.i>s, 

Jf'lr.st LicutetuuU, U. iS'. A'. (-'. *'., Voiiiminiiling. 
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